Love is...

FOUND AT EASTER

Introduction

Welcome to Love Is... a daily Bible reading resource for churches, families, groups of friends and
individuals to encourage us to listen to conversations Jesus had as he heads towards the cross.
The ten days of readings begin on the Friday before Holy Week (18th March 2016). Beginning with
Jesus washing the disciple’s feet at the last supper, these readings focus on the love that God
demonstrates for us through Jesus, and the love that Jesus calls us to have. The ﬁrst seven days
all take place on the evening Jesus was betrayed, with the remaining days following the story of
cruciﬁxion, burial and resurrection.

How to use this resource

Each day there is a set Bible reading. Before you read, take time to pray that God would open
His Word and speak, that you might understand more of Jesus. We have provided a reﬂection on
the text for each day. Following the reading, the same four questions are suggested to help your
personal reﬂection upon the passage:
•

What did you like and dislike about this passage?

•

What did you notice about humanity and what did you notice about God?

•

Which part impacted you most?

•

Who do you know that needs to hear about this today?

Also included in each day is an activity. Some of these are aimed particularly at children but most can
be enjoyed by children and adults alike. They are a further way to help engage with the story of Jesus,
things that will help us understand God’s love for us in Jesus, and the love Jesus calls us to have,
as we pass through the ordinary activities of each day. These activities include many basics of life –
resting, playing, spending time together, eating, reading, and praying – as well as activities that invite
deeper reﬂection on the events leading up to Christ’s death and resurrection. Few of the activities
require any great preparation.
As we prepare again to celebrate the amazing salvation of God in Christ this Easter, we pray that this
short guide would allow the reality and truth of what happened that ﬁrst Easter to come alive in each
of our lives. May we consider afresh the wonderful love God has for us, demonstrated and proclaimed
through his son Jesus Christ, and may we hear again Christ’s call for us to love.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by
Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

Love is... Humble

FRIDAY 18 TH MARCH

Read

JOHN 13:1-17

Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and return
to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved them to the
very end. 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot,
to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had
come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got up from the table, took oﬀ his robe, wrapped
a towel around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet,
drying them with the towel he had around him.
6
When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
7
Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.”
8
“No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”
Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”
9
Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”
10
Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, to be
entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who would betray him.
That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12
After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what
I was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. 14 And
since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 I have
given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 16 I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater
than their master. Nor is the messenger more important than the one who sends the message. 17 Now
that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them.

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
Humility is underestimated, often overlooked
passage?
or even ridiculed in modern society. It is a
• What did you notice about humanity and
contradiction in a culture where celebrity and selfwhat did you notice about God?
promotion are the prevailing mindset. What would
your world look like if more people put the needs of • Which part impacted you most?
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
others ﬁrst and saw themselves as less important
this today?
than those around them? This is what Jesus is
teaching the disciples – not to see themselves as
insigniﬁcant but to be so conﬁdent of their worth to
God that they are no longer afraid to place themselves lower than others. It’s radical, even audacious in
our world today but ultimately transformative, for both the Christian and those around them.

Activity

TICKLY FEET
Share an evening with family and friends showing the same servant attitude as Jesus by washing
each others’ feet. Discuss with each other who has the most tickly feet. Does Jesus already know
who has tickly feet?

Love is... Fragile

SATURDAY 19 TH MARCH

Read

JOHN 13:31-38

As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, “The time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his
glory, and God will be gloriﬁed because of him. 32 And since God receives glory because of the Son, he
will give his own glory to the Son, and he will do so at once. 33 Dear children, I will be with you only a little
longer. And as I told the Jewish leaders, you will search for me, but you can’t come where I am going.
34
So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should
love each other. 35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”
31

36

Simon Peter asked, “Lord, where are you going?”

And Jesus replied, “You can’t go with me now, but you will follow me later.”
37

“But why can’t I come now, Lord?” he asked. “I’m ready to die for you.”

Jesus answered, “Die for me? I tell you the truth, Peter—before the rooster crows tomorrow morning,
you will deny three times that you even know me.
38

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
Jesus gives his disciples a command, a very
passage?
deﬁnite and authoritive instruction to, “Love each
• What did you notice about humanity and
other.” It wasn’t radical or new this concept
what did you notice about God?
of love; family was the fabric of life and so love
• Which part impacted you most?
and loyalty were imbedded in the minds of the
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
disciples.
this today?
Why then did Jesus feel the need to command
them to love? He knew there would be testing
times ahead and he would no longer be there in
the heart of their fellowship. Love is an invisible bond, a fragile thread that holds people together but
if pulled the wrong way, can easily be broken. Peter would go on to feel that pull of the thread and to
learn the fragility of love. “I am ready to die for you,” he said. Peter wasn’t ready, are you?

Activity

MAKE SHORTBREAD HEARTS
Make some shortbread hearts and take some to your neighbours, explaining why.
(See recipe on next page)

Love is... Fragile

SATURDAY 19 TH MARCH

Shortbread Recipe

INGREDIENTS
• 225g butter
• 112g plain ﬂour
• pinch salt
• 56g caster sugar
• 56g cornﬂour
• 1/2 tsp vanilla extract
• Icing sugar and edible glitter to decorate
Optional: You can ﬂavour your shortbread with grated orange rind, or a teaspoon of cinnamon, or a
pinch of dried lavender.
METHOD
1. Sieve together the dry ingredients, add the vanilla extract and rub in the butter until it forms a ball.
Wrap it in cling ﬁlm and leave to chill in the fridge for 30 minutes.
2. Preheat the oven to 150°C/300°F/Gas Mark 2.
3. Remove from the fridge and roll out the shortbread (it’s easier to do this between 2 sheets of cling
ﬁlm) to about 1cm thickness.
4. Cut out the shortbread with a small heart cutter and place on a non-stick baking sheet.
5. Put in the middle of the oven and bake for about 15-20 minutes. Leave to cool and then decorate
with icing sugar and edible glitter.
Makes: around 20
Preparation time: 40 minutes including chilling time
Cooking time: 20 minutes

Love is... Belonging
Read

SUNDAY 20 TH MARCH

JOHN 14:1-14

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough room
in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for
you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.
4
And you know the way to where I am going.”
5
“No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can we
know the way?”
6
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through
me. 7 If you had really known me, you would know who my Father is.From now on, you do know him
and have seen him!”
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisﬁed.”
9
Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone
who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show him to you? 10 Don’t you
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak are not my own, but my
Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have seen me do.
12
“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater
works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it,
so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 14 Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it!

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
The disciples were puzzled. Jesus’ teaching was
passage?
becoming increasingly diﬃcult to follow. He was
going somewhere but where? They would go too, • What did you notice about humanity and
what did you notice about God?
but not now. He didn’t quite say where He was
• Which part impacted you most?
going, but He claimed they knew the way. It was
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
like a convoluted riddle just within their grasp…
this today?
but they couldn’t quite reach it. Buried within this
conversation is the answer that they seek but it
would be later, in hindsight that clarity came.
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
We have a place where we belong, a home of peace and sanctuary where love is true and eternal.
How do we get there? By believing in the man who was the Way, who gives us the right to know His
Father and who welcomes us into his Fathers house.

Activity

THE MISSING PIECE
Sit down to complete a jigsaw puzzle together but hide a ‘missing piece’ before starting. As you near
the end and each realise something is missing, discuss how the disciples felt trying to solve Jesus’
puzzling teaching. What were they missing?

Love is... Obedient

MONDAY 21 ST MARCH

Read

JOHN 14:15-31

“If you love me, obey my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, who will never leave you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive
him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with
you now and later will be in you.18 No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 19 Soon the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Since I live, you also will live. 20 When I am raised to life
again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Those who accept my
commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will love
them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them.”
22
Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other disciple with that name) said to him, “Lord, why are you going to
reveal yourself only to us and not to the world at large?”
23
Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make
our home with each of them. 24 Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words
are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. 25 I am telling you these things now
while I am still with you. 26 But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy
Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.
27
“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot
give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 28 Remember what I told you: I am going away, but I will come back to
you again. If you really loved me, you would be happy that I am going to the Father, who is greater than I
am. 29 I have told you these things before they happen so that when they do happen, you will believe.
30
“I don’t have much more time to talk to you, because the ruler of this world approaches. He has no power
over me, 31 but I will do what the Father requires of me, so that the world will know that I love the Father.
Come, let’s be going.
15

Reflection

Questions

Obedience: a word that is not particularly popular and • What did you like and dislike about this
passage?
that is not normally associated with love. However
• What did you notice about humanity and
have you ever done something you didn’t want to
what did you notice about God?
do because someone you liked asked you to do it?
• Which part impacted you most?
There is a notion in our society to see obedience as
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
about power, the control of others against their will.
this today?
Yet this is the opposite of what Jesus is teaching. “If
you love me, obey my commandments.”
The kind of love Jesus is asking for is built on trust. He
will never asked us to obey something that is not ﬁrst motivated by His love for us. Perhaps the ultimate mark
of this is His promise to not leave us alone in our struggles.
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit,
who leads into all truth.”

Activity

HOLY SPIRIT DOVE MOBILE
Make a Holy Spirit dove each and hang them on a coat-hanger like a mobile. Hang the mobile in your
house to remind you every day of Jesus helping us to obey and love Him.

Love is... Obedient
1. Fold square in half along diagonal.

MONDAY 21 ST MARCH

2. Fold up about two thirds of one side
(there’s a dotted line to guide you).

3. Turn your paper by
90 degrees.
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4. Fold in half.

5. Fold up wings,
front and back
(along dotted lines again).

6. Fold beak and tail to
inside along dotted lines.

Love is... Relationship
Read

TUESDAY 22 ND MARCH

JOHN 15:1-17

“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts oﬀ every branch of mine that
doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.
3
You have already been pruned and puriﬁed by the message I have given you. 4 Remain in me, and I
will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be
fruitful unless you remain in me.
“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away
like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you
remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8
When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.
5

“I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you obey my
commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his
love. 11 I have told you these things so that you will be ﬁlled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overﬂow! 12
This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no greater
love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15
I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t conﬁde in his slaves. Now you are my friends,
since I have told you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed
you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my
name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
9

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
Have you ever truly pondered the picture Jesus
passage?
paints of a vine and branches? Can you imagine
• What did you notice about humanity and
yourself so imbedded in Him you become part of
what did you notice about God?
the same root? The same nutrients being drawn
• Which part impacted you most?
up from the soil and replenishing your energy,
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
your enthusiasm, the very source of your life. No
this today?
wonder Jesus says “your joy will overﬂow!” This
relationship we have with Jesus is about who we
are and who we become when we are imbedded
in Him. Identity, signiﬁcance, purpose and fruitfulness all founded in Christ. Is this who you are today?

Activity

VINE SALAD
Buy a mixture of green, red and black grapes. As a family, take them oﬀ the vine and chop them up
into a large bowl. Eat them for supper with some crème fraiche or yoghurt as you read John 15 and
chat about how grapes are grown and harvested. What does it mean to each of us to be attached to
the vine of Christ?

Love is... Dangerous
Read

WEDNESDAY 23 RD MARCH

JOHN 16:1-15

“I have told you these things so that you won’t abandon your faith. 2 For you will be expelled from the
synagogues, and the time is coming when those who kill you will think they are doing a holy service for
God. 3 This is because they have never known the Father or me. 4 Yes, I’m telling you these things now, so
that when they happen, you will remember my warning. I didn’t tell you earlier because I was going to be
with you for a while longer.
“But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking where I am going. 6
Instead, you grieve because of what I’ve told you. 7 But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if
I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he
will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin
is that it refuses to believe in me. 10 Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will see
me no more. 11 Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged.
5

“There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you
about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that belongs to
the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.’
12

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
It’s not exactly the best marketing campaign for
passage?
being a Christian is it? Follow Jesus and you’ll
• What did you notice about humanity and
be rewarded with social exclusion and, maybe,
what did you notice about God?
death! As Jesus shares these words with His
• Which part impacted you most?
disciples His betrayal is just hours away, a night
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
time trial awaits and in the morning the cross.
this today?
Declaring the kingdom of God to a people who
have never known the Father or Jesus (16:3) is
a risky endeavour. God’s love for the world is
dangerous – it involves the death of His son on the cross. For those who would follow this Jesus, the
call is to love as Jesus loves: to be willing to love as God loves, being willing to risk rejection - even
death - so those who do not know God might come to know Him. This was the master’s path. This
was the apostle’s path. This is the path for all who follow Jesus. Perhaps for us, death for sharing our
faith is not a real threat. But for many of our brothers and sisters around the world, being a Christian
is something that invites death on a daily basis. Perhaps in our context the question is this: what is it
costing us to share God’s love with those who do not know Jesus?

Activity

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
Play a family version of desert island discs. What would you take on a desert island if you could only
take 5 items (no people)? What do you love? What do you think you can’t do without? If Jesus asked
you, would you give these things up for Him?

Love is... Truth

THURSDAY 24 TH MARCH

Read

JOHN 17:6-19

“I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were always yours. You gave them
to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything I have is a gift from you, 8 for I
have passed on to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and know that I came from you,
and they believe you sent me.

6

“My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you. 10 All
who are mine belong to you, and you have given them to me, so they bring me glory. 11 Now I am
departing from the world; they are staying in this world, but I am coming to you. Holy Father, you have
given me your name; now protect them by the power of your name so that they will be united just as we
are. 12 During my time here, I protected them by the power of the name you gave me. I guarded them so
that not one was lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.
9

“Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in this world so they would be
ﬁlled with my joy. 14 I have given them your word. And the world hates them because they do not belong
to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but
to keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to this world any more than I do. 17 Make them
holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending
them into the world. 19 And I give myself as a holy sacriﬁce for them so they can be made holy by your truth.
13

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
What a wonderfully simple explanation of what
passage?
it means to be a Christian! “I have passed
• What did you notice about humanity and
on to them the message you gave me. They
what did you notice about God?
accepted it and know that I came from you, and
• Which part impacted you most?
they believe you sent me” (v8). Christianity is
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
about truth: the truth of who Jesus is and why
this today?
He came. That is what Jesus passed on to His
disciples, and what they in turn passed on –
through many generations – to us. Christianity
has substance – in the person and work of Jesus, and in the message Jesus brought from God.
Easter clariﬁes what we think about Jesus: who He is, why He came, and why He had to die on the
cross. The truth about Jesus is contained for us in the Bible, a constant source of truth from God
about God. May all that the word of God tells us about Jesus, the Living Word from God, cause our
hearts to overﬂow with thanksgiving this Easter!

Activity

MAKE A TRUTHS BOX
Find a small box (matchbox or small jewellery box). With coloured card or paper cut small rectangles
that will ﬁt into the box. Write things you know are true about love and from the Bible. Each day,
between now and Easter Sunday, take out the cards and pray about each one, giving thanks for this
truth.

Love is... Sacrifice
Read

GOOD FRIDAY
FRIDAY 25 TH MARCH

JOHN 19:1-37

Then Pilate had Jesus ﬂogged with a lead-tipped whip. 2 The soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on
his head, and they put a purple robe on him. 3 “Hail! King of the Jews!” they mocked, as they slapped him
across the face.
4
Pilate went outside again and said to the people, “I am going to bring him out to you now, but understand
clearly that I ﬁnd him not guilty.” 5 Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.
And Pilate said, “Look, here is the man!”
6
When they saw him, the leading priests and Temple guards began shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
“Take him yourselves and crucify him,” Pilate said. “I ﬁnd him not guilty.”
7
The Jewish leaders replied, “By our law he ought to die because he called himself the Son of God.”
8
When Pilate heard this, he was more frightened than ever. 9 He took Jesus back into the headquarters
again and asked him, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave no answer. 10 “Why don’t you talk to me?”
Pilate demanded. “Don’t you realize that I have the power to release you or crucify you?”
11
Then Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to you from above. So the
one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”
12
Then Pilate tried to release him, but the Jewish leaders shouted, “If you release this man, you are no
‘friend of Caesar.’ Anyone who declares himself a king is a rebel against Caesar.”
13
When they said this, Pilate brought Jesus out to them again. Then Pilate sat down on the judgment seat
on the platform that is called the Stone Pavement (in Hebrew, Gabbatha). 14 It was now about noon on the
day of preparation for the Passover. And Pilate said to the people, “Look, here is your king!”
15
“Away with him,” they yelled. “Away with him! Crucify him!”
“What? Crucify your king?” Pilate asked.
“We have no king but Caesar,” the leading priests shouted back.
16
Then Pilate turned Jesus over to them to be cruciﬁed.
So they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying the cross by himself, he went to the place called Place of the Skull (in
Hebrew, Golgotha). 18 There they nailed him to the cross. Two others were cruciﬁed with him, one on either
side, with Jesus between them. 19 And Pilate posted a sign on the cross that read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the
King of the Jews.” 20 The place where Jesus was cruciﬁed was near the city, and the sign was written in
Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, so that many people could read it.
21
Then the leading priests objected and said to Pilate, “Change it from ‘The King of the Jews’ to ‘He said, I
am King of the Jews.’”
22
Pilate replied, “No, what I have written, I have written.”
23
When the soldiers had cruciﬁed Jesus, they divided his clothes among the four of them. They also took
his robe, but it was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 So they said, “Rather than tearing
it apart, let’s throw dice for it.” This fulﬁlled the Scripture that says, “They divided my garments among
themselves and threw dice for my clothing.” So that is what they did.
25
Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), and Mary
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her,
“Dear woman, here is your son.” 27 And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this
disciple took her into his home.

Love is... Sacrifice

GOOD FRIDAY
FRIDAY 25 TH MARCH

Read (continued)

JOHN 19:1-37

Jesus knew that his mission was now ﬁnished, and to fulﬁll Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of sour
wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. 30
When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is ﬁnished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
31
It was the day of preparation, and the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies hanging there the next day,
which was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath, because it was Passover week). So they asked Pilate
to hasten their deaths by ordering that their legs be broken. Then their bodies could be taken down. 32 So
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men cruciﬁed with Jesus. 33 But when they came to Jesus,
they saw that he was already dead, so they didn’t break his legs. 34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced
his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water ﬂowed out. 35 (This report is from an eyewitness
giving an accurate account. He speaks the truth so that you also may continue to believe.) 36 These things
happened in fulﬁllment of the Scriptures that say, “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and “They will look
on the one they pierced.”
28

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
Love involves sacriﬁce – costly giving of ourselves
passage?
because we love someone. Anyone who is a
• What did you notice about humanity and
parent knows the cost and the sacriﬁces they
what did you notice about God?
are willing to make because they love their child.
• Which part impacted you most?
At the heart of Easter is an astonishingly costly
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
sacriﬁce. A Father gives His son because of His
this today?
great love for the world (John 3:16). There are
plenty of “baddies” we can name, shame and
blame in this passage for what happened to
Jesus: the scheming, hate ﬁlled, jealous Jewish leaders; the spineless, easily led crowd who call for
Jesus’ death; Pilate the all-powerful Roman ruler, exposed as unbelievably weak. Yet even as Pilate
moves towards the declaration of death, the true cause of Jesus’ death is revealed, by Jesus himself:
10
“Why don’t you talk to me?” Pilate demanded. “Don’t you realize that I have the power to release you
or crucify you?” 11 Then Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to you
from above.’
The origin of Jesus death is found not in secretive meetings in the synagogue, or in the persuasive
whispering into the ears of the crowd, nor even in the corridors of power in a Roman court. Jesus death
was planned and purposed in heaven as God decided to sacriﬁce the son He loves to save the human
race he loves.

Activity

JELLY BEAN PRAYER
Buy a bag of Jelly Beans and use the Jelly Bean Prayer.
(See next page for instructions)

Love is... Sacrifice
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Jelly Bean Prayer
Red is for the
blood He gave

Black is for the
sins we made

Green is for the
grass He made

White is for the
grace He gave

Yellow is for the
sun so bright

Purple is for the
hour of sorrow

Orange is for the
edge of the night

Pink is for our new
tomorrow

INSTRUCTIONS
Fill a bowl with coloured Jelly Beans and get everyone to sort them into the colours above. Try to
memorise each one (or each participant be assigned one to remember). Then put them back in the
bowl. Take them out colour-by-colour, pray for each area – then eat!

Love is... Faithful
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Read

JOHN 19:38-42

Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret disciple of Jesus (because he feared the
Jewish leaders), asked Pilate for permission to take down Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave permission,
Joseph came and took the body away. 39 With him came Nicodemus, the man who had come to
Jesus at night. He brought about seventy-ﬁve pounds of perfumed ointment made from myrrh and
aloes. 40 Following Jewish burial custom, they wrapped Jesus’ body with the spices in long sheets of
linen cloth. 41 The place of cruciﬁxion was near a garden, where there was a new tomb, never used
before. 42 And so, because it was the day of preparation for the Jewish Passover and since the tomb
was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

38

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
The disciples had ﬂed. They had spent years
passage?
with Him. But at the cross, they are separated
• What did you notice about humanity and
from Him. When it came to making the burial
what did you notice about God?
arrangements they do not feature in the story.
• Which part impacted you most?
Yet out of the shadows step two other disciples
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
– Joseph and Nicodemus: Joseph, a secret
this today?
disciple because of his fear of the Jewish leaders;
Nicodemus the Pharisee, also secretive and
afraid when he had approached Jesus (John 3:2).
At this very public moment these two formerly afraid and secretive disciples step forward and make
their stand for Jesus. Entering into the same court where Jesus had been condemned, Joseph asks
for Jesus’ body. Together, Joseph and Nicodemus take Jesus’ body away, bringing perfume for the
burial, and laying Jesus in a new tomb. Their fear of others had been replaced by faithfulness to
Jesus. These two secretive and fearful men became two of the most important witnesses not only to
the death of Jesus, but also to His resurrection.

Activity

TOMB BUILDING
Cut a paper plate in half then cut a half-circle out of the bottom-centre of one half (along the ﬂat edge
where the plate was cut). Decorate this half of the plate with colourful ﬂowers using markers or glue
small artiﬁcial ﬂowers to the plate then colour the other half of the plate black. Glue the decorated
half of the plate on top of the black half so that the black colour shows through the half circle in
the decorated plate. Place a small round stone over the entrance of the tomb and lay aside until
tomorrow.

Love is... Eternal
Read

EASTER SUNDAY
SUNDAY 27 TH MARCH

JOHN 21

Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how it happened. 2
Several of the disciples were there—Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), Nathanael from
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples.
3
Simon Peter said, “I’m going ﬁshing.”
“We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they went out in the boat, but they caught nothing all night.
4
At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he was. 5 He called
out, “Fellows, have you caught any ﬁsh?”
“No,” they replied.
6
Then he said, “Throw out your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get some!” So they
did, and they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many ﬁsh in it.
7
Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the
Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water, and headed to shore.
8
The others stayed with the boat and pulled the loaded net to the shore, for they were only about a
hundred yards from shore. 9 When they got there, they found breakfast waiting for them—ﬁsh cooking
over a charcoal ﬁre, and some bread.
10
“Bring some of the ﬁsh you’ve just caught,” Jesus said. 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and
dragged the net to the shore. There were 153 large ﬁsh, and yet the net hadn’t torn.
12
“Now come and have some breakfast!” Jesus said. None of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who
are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Then Jesus served them the bread and the ﬁsh. 14 This was
the third time Jesus had appeared to his disciples since he had been raised from the dead.
15
After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.”
“Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him.
16
Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.”
“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.
17
A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You
know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.
18
“I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you dressed yourself
and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and
others will dress you and take you where you don’t want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to let him know by
what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.”
20
Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple Jesus loved—the one who had leaned over
to Jesus during supper and asked, “Lord, who will betray you?” 21 Peter asked Jesus, “What about
him, Lord?”
22
Jesus replied, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? As for you, follow me.”

Love is... Eternal
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Read (continued)

JOHN 21

So the rumor spread among the community of believers that this disciple wouldn’t die. But that isn’t
what Jesus said at all. He only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?”
24
This disciple is the one who testiﬁes to these events and has recorded them here. And we know
that his account of these things is accurate.
25
Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written down, I suppose the whole world could not
contain the books that would be written.
23

Reflection

Questions

• What did you like and dislike about this
It is Luke’s Gospel that tells us of the earlier
passage?
miraculous catch of ﬁsh which leads to Jesus
• What did you notice about humanity and
calling Peter, James and John to be His disciples
what did you notice about God?
(Luke 5:1-11). As we read this closing episode
• Which part impacted you most?
of John’s story, it seems as if Jesus’ death and
• Who do you know that needs to hear about
resurrection (v14) has not changed anything for
this today?
the disciples. Perhaps, conscious of his failure
of Jesus at His time of need, Peter returns to
what he knows: ﬁshing. The appearance of the
resurrected Jesus Christ, and the repetition of the miraculous catch of ﬁsh that would have reminded
them all of their initial call to follow, transforms things. The fresh call of Peter as a disciple and his
commissioning as a shepherd makes it clear that Jesus death and resurrection changes everything!
Here is forgiveness for past failure, here is new life and fresh purpose!
As Jesus speaks with Peter, questions are asked of Peter’s love for Jesus. But what is also revealed
is Jesus’ love – His love and concern for His sheep, His lambs – those for whom He died and who,
like Peter, will follow Him. Jesus has endured the cross. He has been laid dead in the grave. But death
does not defeat God’s love and purposes for His creation. Jesus is raised from the dead and the
eternal, unchanging love of God reaches out to seek those who are still lost, and need to be found.
Praise God on this resurrection day that the love and care of this same Jesus cruciﬁed, buried and
raised from the dead has also reached you, and that changes everything!

Activity

IN THE MORNING
Go to the tomb you made yesterday and remove the stone from the entrance to the tomb. Using a
bright colour pen, write the phrase “He Is Risen” on the section of black that is showing through the
“door” to the “tomb.” Punch a hole in the top of the plates (the rounded side), and loop a piece of
thread through to hang the craft.
IN THE EVENING
Gather together and share a ﬁsh supper with family and friends, setting a place at the table for Jesus.
Serve each other at the table and encourage discussion about the Easter story as a whole. Say grace
together after your meal.

