PRAYER DIARY

JANUARY - MARCH 2020

READ&

PRAY

“To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you
worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every
work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may
be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 ESV

Welcome to the new-look ‘Read and Pray Around the World’. We trust you
will find it engaging, informative and above all easy-to-use as you join us to
pray for Bible Society work across the globe.
Launched to coincide with the start of our Bible 2020 initiative the readings
for each day are taken from the Bible 2020 reading plan. Every day this year
we ask you to pray for our work and also to read the verses of Scripture aloud
in whatever situation you find yourself, whether at home, at work, or even in
a public place. In doing so you’ll become part of Bible2020 - a global movement
bringing all voices and languages together in proclaiming God’s Word across
our world every day during 2020.
If you haven’t already done so please go to bible2020.org to find out more
about this exciting global initiative.
May I also thank you for your partnership in the gospel as you stand with us
in prayer. Your generosity and kindness is greatly appreciated. It is a great
encouragement to our staff in Bible House to know that as we pray these
prayers daily, there are others supporting us in prayer too. For it is only with
God’s intervention that we can accomplish all that we hope to do – may it be
for his glory!

Elaine Duncan
Chief Executive

January 2020

Refugee children in Lebanon with Bibles

1

1 January - John 1:1-5
Please pray for the Bible Society in New Zealand as they start the Bible
2020 Project by reading God’s Word aloud on Gisborne Beach (where the
sun rises first) and then as the reading for the day cascades around the
world in different languages.

2

2 January - Genesis 1:1-4
Our Bible-a-month Partner for January is Lebanon where the Bible Society is
reaching out to refugees from Iraq and Syria with God’s Word. Pray that the
refugees will persevere during these difficult times. Pray for comfort, courage
and the strengthening of their faith in God through Scripture.

3

3 January - Psalm 19:1-4
Please pray for the Dear Theo Resources, free to download from our website
for use alongside the Dear Theo books. Pray that young people will find them
useful as space is created for discussion about the Bible.

4

4 January - Psalm 8:1-9
Pray for the Trauma Healing Programmes run by the Thailand Bible Society.
Pray that the Lord will continue to call a strong team of volunteers who have
the vision and commitment to deliver and lead sessions. Pray for God to give
them special wisdom and sensitivity.
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5

5 January - Psalm 24:1-2
At the outset of the year, we pray for more opportunities to share about
Bible Society work via our website, social media and email. Pray that this will
increase support for Bible-based work around the world.

6

6 January - Psalm 33:6-9
Norman Liddle, Community Partnership Manager, is speaking today at Airth
Parish Church Ladies’ Group. Pray as he shares about the work of SBS that
those attending will be inspired to partner with us.

7

7 January - Job 9:4-8
The Bible Society in Turkey continues to work on a revision of the Old Turkish
Bible. Pray for the help of the Holy Spirit so that the new translation will be
accurate, easier to understand and useful in reaching new readers.

8

8 January - Job 38: 25-28
Through Look for Mercy, the Ukranian Bible Society continues to reach orphans
and juvenile offenders with the Bible message. Please pray that God reveals his
fatherly love and kindness to many young people through this project.

9

9 January - Isaiah 40:25-26
The vision to have an Audio Bible in the Uzbek language prompted the Bible
Society in Uzbekistan to set up their own recording studio. Please pray for
the successful completion of the whole Audio Bible by the end of 2020.

10

10 January - Isaiah 45:8
Give thanks for the Bible-based Trauma Healing groups happening across
Scotland this year. Pray that many will find healing, hope and restoration as
they share together around God’s Word.

11

11 January - Psalm 93:1-5
Jen Robertson, Children’s Resources Manager, is speaking at the Scripture
Union Scotland Team Leaders’ Conference today at Lendrick Muir, Kinross,
to present our Bible 2020 resources. Pray that these would be used to help
young people hear God’s call on their lives.

12

12 January - Psalm 65:8
Hope for Youth and Children in Galilee is a project of the Arab Israeli Bible
Society reaching out to children via Bible-based summer camps and Scripture
distribution. Pray that these young people will grow in their experience
of God.

13

13 January - Psalm 65:9-13
Please pray as we begin to prepare for the next edition of Transform magazine
that the content will be an encouragement to our readers, and provide a good
picture of the work taking place around the world.
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14

14 January - Psalm 104:5-9
Remember Norman Liddle, Community Partnership Manager, as he speaks
to the Ladies Group at Murrayfield Parish Church, Edinburgh today. Pray for a
shared passion to see the Bible available in more languages.

15

15 January - Psalm 104:13-15
Remember Elaine Duncan over the next 2 days as she attends meetings in
Turkey of the General Secretaries of Bible Societies in Europe and the Middle
East. Pray for fruitful discussions and good fellowship.

16

16 January - Psalm 148:1-6
The Bible Society in Uruguay uses an adapted van as a Travelling Bookshop
to help with Bible distribution. Please pray for guidance as they seek to take
God’s Word across 19 provinces and visit even remote parts of the country.

17

17 January - Psalm 113:3-9
Norman Liddle is speaking at Chapelhall Parish Church, Airdrie today. Give
thanks for another valuable opportunity to share with God’s people about our
work. Please pray that all will be encouraged by what is said.

18

18 January - 1 Chronicles 16:23-27
The Kigoma Nyarugusu Refugee Camp in Tanzania is home to 35,000 people.
Pray for all who have experienced loss and tragedy in their lives and for the
Bible Society of Tanzania as they plan to offer Bible-based Trauma Healing to
those in such circumstances.

19

19 January - Psalm 148:7-13
Remember the work of the Bible Society in the South Pacific. In the Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu and New Caledonia Scripture engagement products are being
developed including comics, portions, dictionaries and concordances aimed at
growing and strengthening individuals’ faith.

20

20 January - Nehemiah 9:6
100,000 copies of the New Testament will be gifted to new believers as part of
the In Touch with the Word project run by the United Bible Societies in
Venezuela. Pray for new Christians to become established through God’s Word.

21

21 January - Job 5:9-16
Today our Bible 2020 reading focuses on the goodness of God. Rejoice with
us for God is not only good but perfect in every way. Pray as we declare
God’s goodness over our communities that many people will encounter him
in a personal way.

22

22 January - Isaiah 46:9-10
Ask the Lord to bless the vision of the Vietnam Bible Society as they aim to
produce a Vietnamese Study Bible by the year 2025. Pray that this will help
local Christians to better understand Scripture and grow in their faith.
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23

23 January - Jeremiah 10:6-7
Open the Book by the British and Foreign Bible Society gives primary pupils
in England and Wales an opportunity to hear Bible stories presented in an
interactive way during school assemblies. Give God thanks for Open the Book
and pray for the employment of an International Lead to support its development
in other countries.

24

24 January - Deuteronomy 4:37-39
Friends for Life Sports Centre will allow disadvantaged young people in Albania
the opportunity to take part in sport and Bible engagement programmes.
Please pray for the Interconfessional Bible Society of Albania as they seek to
plan, build and equip this sports facility.

25

25 January - Acts 17:24-27
Fiona McDonald is speaking at Loch Leven Church in Kinross tomorrow
morning. Give thanks for the opportunity to speak at this young and
growing fellowship and pray for a very real sense of God’s presence during
their time together.

26

26 January - Psalm 139:14-16
Elaine Duncan is speaking at the Auldhouse Community Church in Glasgow
today. Pray that this congregation will be encouraged by the message they hear.

27

27 January - Psalm 145:3-6
Audio Bibles are needed to help people in remote areas and those who cannot
read have access to God’s Word. Please remember the Bible Society in Angola
as they seek to distribute these through the local church.

28

28 January - Psalm 145:8-13
In Armenia, the Bible Society run Ecumenical Bible Camps every summer.
Please pray for the teenagers who attend. Pray they will have lots of fun,
make new friends and hear God speak clearly through his Word.

29

29 January - Psalm 145:14-18
The church in Cambodia is growing rapidly and with it the demand for either
subsidized or free Scriptures. Pray that the Bible Society there will be able to
meet this need.

30

30 January - Psalm 86:15-17
Members of the SBS senior staff team are in Swindon for a meeting of the
UK Bible Societies. Give thanks for the good working relations between the
Societies, and pray for frank and open discussion today.

31

31 January - Micah 7:18-20
‘I’m Wichi. I read and live my Bible’ is a study programme to help the indigenous
Wichi people of northeastern Argentina learn and live out the truth of God’s
Word. Pray that God will touch and transform many lives through this.
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February 2020

A young girl joyfully reading a Braille Bible

1

1 February - Deuteronomy 33:26-28
Pray for the Motherwell Action Group this evening as they host a fundraising
event with Studio 32 Theatre Company in Crosshill Parish Church, Motherwell.
The proceeds will provide Bibles and breakfasts to children in Peru.

2

2 February - Isaiah 6:1-3
Elaine Duncan is speaking at Palmerston Place Church in Edinburgh today.
Give thanks for the invitation to address this congregation and pray they will
be open to and blessed by what they receive from God’s Word.
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3

3 February - Deuteronomy 7:9
Our Bible-a-month Partner for February is Uganda where the Bible Society is
providing Scriptures for people with Visual Disabilities. In Uganda, blind people
are often stigmatised and marginalised. Pray they will have, through God’s
Word, increasing opportunities to become an equal part of the community.

4

4 February - Ezekiel 34:15-16
Please pray for the team translating the Bible into the Pitjantjatjara language.
The New Testament has already been translated and the Bible Society
Australia is currently working on the Old Testament, intending to publish the
complete Pitjantjatjara Bible by 2025.

5

5 February - John 1:16-18
The Azerbaijan Bible Society is developing a book of New Testament stories
for 3-6-year-olds. These books will then be distributed to regions where
there are no churches. Pray whole families may read and hear about Jesus.

6

6 February - 1 John 4:13-16
Remember the Bread of Life project in Peru. Without a breakfast, provided by
the Peruvian Bible Society, school children would go hungry. Pray that the
appeal sent out today raises the required amount to provide food and
Scriptures for many needy children.

7

7 February - 1 John 1:5-7
Pray for the Bible Society in the Gulf as they share the Good News with
migrant workers in Bahrain through storytelling the Oral Bible. Praise God for
the life-changing impact of this project.

8

8 February - James 1:16-17
Hindi New Reader Portions are being distributed along with a plan of salvation
to migrant workers in the United Arab Emirates. Pray that lives will be transformed
as they learn to read and understand the Gospel through the Scriptures.

9

9 February - Psalm 27:4-5
Please remember the Bangladesh Bible Society as they reach out to 440,000
people through their Trauma Healing ministry. Give thanks for the Facilitator
Training which took place last year and for many who have experienced healing.

10

10 February - John 3:16-17
Over the next few days our Bible 2020 readings explore the wonderful theme
of God’s love. Please continue to pray for more Christians to be inspired to
declare the love of God to a world in need of this message.

11

11 February - Psalm 36:6-10
Please pray for the Essentials email sent by SBS to church ministers and
workers around the country. Pray that this may be beneficial in supporting
the development of church life in Scotland.
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12

12 February - Song of Songs 2:4
Please pray for translation work in Cameroon as the Bible Society there
continues to work on the first translation of the whole Bible into the Podoko
language. Pray that the new Bible will be used to help fulfil the Great
Commission among the Podoko community.

13

13 February - Psalm 136:1-3
Fiona McDonald is speaking at Templehall Church Friendly Hour in Kirkcaldy
this afternoon, about our most recent work and projects. Please pray for a
time of strong fellowship together.

14

14 February - Lamenations 3:22-24
Ask the Lord to bless the work of translating the Bible for the Nsenga speaking
people of Zambia. The Nsenga New Testament was finished in 2016. As the
Nsenga people wait, please pray with them that the whole Bible will be
completed faithfully, accurately and on target by 2027.

15

15 February - Jeremiah 31:3-4
The Bible Society in the Republic of Belarus has the vision to provide assistance
and Scriptures to churches throughout the country. Please pray that Bible
Society involvement will help churches to focus on God’s Living Word.

16

16 February - Epehsians 2:4-5
Pray for Give Hope - a project proposed by the Bible Society of Benin. This
project aims to open and equip two Braille libraries with New Testaments in
braille, Bible stories in braille, large letter Bibles and audio materials.

17

17 February - 1 John 4:7-12
Give God thanks for A Man After God’s Heart run by the Bolivian Bible Society.
The project encourages men to live their lives according to Biblical principles.

18

18 February - Romans 5:6-8
Give thanks for the continued downloads of our free Equip Bible Study
materials. Pray that during 2020 these will continue to encourage many to
engage with God’s Word.

19

19 February - John 13:34-35
Pray that God’s Word may touch the lives of those serving in the Army and
Police Force in Botswana as the Bible Society there distribute 50,000 copies
of the Bible amongst them.

20

20 February - Romans 8:38-39
The Light in Southern Brazil project reaches out through a first-aid bus to
provide medical care, health education and Bibles. Give thanks for the Bible
Society of Brazil as they make a vital contribution to some of the country’s
poorest communities.

S AT

SUN

21

21 February - 1 John 3:1-2
Through Scriptures for Abandoned People the Bulgarian Bible Society provide
New Testaments for the growing number of refugees entering their country.
Many are from Muslim countries and have never heard the Gospel. Pray that
the Testaments will be gladly received.

22

22 February - 1 John 3:16-18
Elaine Duncan is speaking at the Kyria Conference for women leaders today at
Newton Mearns Baptist Church, Glasgow. Pray that those attending will be
challenged by the teaching and enjoy good fellowship together.

23

23 February - Leviticus 19: 18
Fiona McDonald is speaking at Kinross Parish Church about the mission and
ministry of SBS. Please pray as she casts the vision for Bible work across the world.

24

24 February - Ephesians 5:1-2
Pray for End 2 End - a project based in Burkina Faso and run by the Bible
Society there. It aims to provide Audio Scriptures, Bibles and literacy
programmes to those with little or no reading ability.

25

25 February - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Over the next 3 days Elaine Duncan will attend a meeting of the UBS Executive
Board in Woking. Pray for safety in travel for everyone involved, and for
productive and open discussions in the meetings.

26

26 February - Romans 13:8-10
Pray for the many prisoners in Burundi who have completed the Alpha Course
and received a Bible from the Bible Society. Pray that the light of the Gospel
will shine into lives as they become engaged with the Word of God.

27

27 February - Matthew 5:43-45
Give thanks for the people who have been trained in Scotland over the last
two years in Bible-based Trauma Healing. Pray as they hold groups within their
communities that they will know God’s blessing and presence as they serve him.

28

28 February - Matthew 22:34-40
The Austrian Bible Society’s Bible Centre opened in the museums’ area of
Vienna in 2005. Give thanks that now around 4,500 children and youth visit
this every year.

29

29 February - Jude 20-21
Jen Robertson, Children’s Resources Manager, speaks today in Inverness at
the Grow Conference for volunteers in children’s and youth ministry. Pray that
everyone will be inspired and equipped to help their young people engage
with the Bible.
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March 2020

A young man from Iran, now resident in the UK, who enjoys the freedom he has to read his Farsi Bible.
A former atheist, he wishes to share God’s Word in his own language wherever he can.

1

1 March - Colossians 1:15-20
Our Bible-a-month Partner for March is the Iranian Diaspora. After the
revolution, life for Christians became increasingly difficult. Many fled the
country and were scattered worldwide. Pray for those delivering Bibles into
the hands of Iranian Christians around the world. Pray that they will be
encouraged to practice their faith without experiencing further challenges.

2

2 March - John 1:14
Please remember the Bible Society in the Central African Republic in your
prayers. They seek funding to strengthen their core work and presence in the
country so they can better serve its people.

3

3 March - Hebrews 1:1-3
Give God thanks for the opportunity Norman Liddle has today to share about
the work of SBS at Grace Church, Kilmacolm. Pray for a mutually
encouraging time today and for people to respond generously to Bible
need around the world.

4

4 March - 1 John 1:1-3
Remember the work of the Chilean Bible Society as they seek to serve all
churches. They are working to make the Word of God more available to
Catholic families living in rural and remote areas of Southern Chile.
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5

5 March - 2 Peter 1:16-18
Please pray for the China Partnership as they seek to support the church in
China by assisting with the training of Bible Teachers and Seminary Students
from Theological Colleges in Nanjing, Yunnan and Singapore.

6

6 March - Mark 1:9-11
Pray for the general health and well-being of Bible Society staff around the
world. Many trials including ill health can affect us all. Ask the Lord to strengthen
those involved in our work so that progress may continue unhindered.

7

7 March - Malachi 3:1
Pray for the 18 bookshops run by the Bible Society of Egypt which serve as
a Bible distribution network across the country. Pray that necessary funding
will be found as the income from sales is not enough to cover running costs.
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8

SUN

9

8 March - Luke 4:16-21
United Bible Societies in Ecuador are using Draw my own Bible to encourage
children to express what they have learned from Bible lessons in creative
ways. Pray that this simple method of ‘drawing the Bible’ will help the children
of Ecuador to receive, remember and be blessed by God’s Word.
9 March - Mark 1:29-34
Our Bible-based Trauma Healing training is happening at Carronvale House in
Larbert this week. Pray for God’s Word to speak into people’s lives as they
share and learn together.

10

10 March - Luke 5:4-11
The Bible Society in Guinea-Conakry is working to translate the Bible into the
Toma language by the end of the year. Pray for God’s hand to bless this vital
work and that his church will grow stronger spiritually as a result.

11

11 March - Luke 5:29-32
Faith Comes by Hearing and the Bible Society of El Salvador have worked to
produce Biblestick containing the New Testament in Audio. Praise God that
through this tiny device the police force and military personnel have easy
access to the comfort and wisdom of God’s Word.

12

12 March - John 8:12
The SBS Board meets today for its first meeting of the year. Give thanks for
the commitment of each Trustee and for the time and expertise they give to
the Society.

13

13 March - John 6:35
Please remember the country of Eritrea and the Bible Society there. Ask the
Lord to provide the necessary finance so that the work of the society might
continue to serve the people of this country.

14

14 March - John 10:7-10
Fiona McDonald is speaking at the Women and Faith weekend at the
Abernethy Trust, Nethybridge. Please pray for warm fellowship and strong
Bible teaching through the weekend.

15

15 March - John 10:14-17
As the next edition of Transform magazine is prepared for mailing, please ask
that this will continue to be an effective tool to help raise awareness of both
our work in Scotland and around the world.

16

16 March - Luke 9:18-22
Norman Liddle, Community Partnership Manager, is speaking at the Sauchie
& Coalsnaughton Guild in Alloa today. Pray that they will share the vision of
partnering with us in our work.

17

17 March - Matthew 17:1-5
The Estonian Bible Society is currently reaching out with the Bible message
via radio programmes, exhibitions and workshops. Please pray for these
activities, that the Word of God will bring light to this secular country.

18

18 March - Hebrews 4:14-16
Please pray for the needs of the Bible Society of Ethiopia. New computer
software is required to enable an improved flow of work through the organization
and up-to-date records kept. More advanced accounting software is also needed.

19

19 March - Hebrews 12:1-3
Cyclone Winston, one of the most intense cyclones in the Southern
Hemisphere, devastated Fiji in 2016. Remember the Bible Society in the
South Pacific as they remain ready to bring relief, comfort and God’s Word to
victims of a natural disaster.

20

20 March - Philippians 2:5-1
SBS will have a presence at the Glorious women’s conference in Aberdeen
tomorrow. Please pray for a warm fellowship and strong Bible teaching
throughout the day.

21

21 March - Psalm 97:1-6
Our Bible 2020 readings over the next two weeks shift our attention to the
Lord’s Kingdom. Give thanks because, as today’s reading attests, the Lord is
a King who is right and fair. Pray that many people will choose to make him
their King today.

22

22 March - Psalm 95:1-6
Pray for the German Bible Society currently working on The Basic Bible Old
Testament - a translation particularly suited to computer screens. It uses short
sentences and clear structure to help the reader better understand the text.
Pray this will be a specific help to people who are new to the Bible.
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23

23 March - Psalm 72:11-14
In the African country of Gabon work continues on the Fang Translation of
the Bible. The original Fang Bible contains errors. Ask the Lord to give expertise
for this task and give thanks for improved translation standards which help to
make an accurate version of this Bible possible.

24

Tue 24 March - Mark 1:14-15
Remember the Bible Society in Georgia as they prepare new study books
including a Georgian-Greek Dictionary of the New Testament and a GeorgianHebrew Old Testament Manual. Pray that local Christians will have a deeper
experience of God through Scripture as a result.

25

25 March - Matthew 4:23-24
Pray for the Hellenic Bible Society as they work to revise the New Testament.
Give thanks for their desire to provide a modern translation that can help the
people of Greece to have a better understanding of the Word of God.

26

26 March - Matthew 5:3-10
The Bible Society of Guatemala is recording the entire Bible with youth for
youth in a dramatised format. Give thanks for the enthusiasm and commitment
of the young actors involved and pray that many others will start listening to
the Bible.

27

27 March - Matthew 13:44-46
The Haitian Bible Society serves communities in the areas around Port-Au-Prince
still trying to recover from the earthquake that hit Haiti back in 2010. By
providing the Creole Bible they offer words of comfort and hope for the future.

28

28 March - Mark 10:23-27
Fiona McDonald is speaking at the Ladies’ Weekend at the Kilbroney Centre
in Rostrevor, Northern Ireland. Please pray that everyone attending will hear
God’s Word and be blessed.

29

Sun 29 March - Luke 18:15-17
Inspired by a similar project in the Netherlands, the Bible Society of Honduras
has developed the Family Bible so that several generations can read and talk
about God’s Word together. Pray that God will powefully use this.

30

30 March - Mark 12:28-34
Pre-school age children will be the recipients of an Illustrated Children’s Bible in
gypsy communities all over Hungary. Give thanks for the distribution
programme planned by the Bible Society there which will continue until 2021.

31

31 March - John 3:1-3
In India Creative Bible Funshops for children is presented by the Bible Society
using a variety of media. Activities include watching videos and recording a vlog.
Praise God for the way children are engaging with Scripture through this.
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Everyone, everywhere, reading the Bible aloud

BIBLE2020.ORG
The Scottish Bible Society and United Bible Societies are working globally to
unite our fellow UBS members and other worldwide Bible agencies behind Bible
2020, a year-long project encouraging the church to read the Bible aloud over
cities and towns in every country across the world. Throughout this year Read
and Pray’s Scripture verses are taken from the Bible 2020 reading plan.

Find out more and sign up at bible2020.org

LIFE TRANSFORMED THROUGH THE BIBLE

The Scottish Bible Society seeks, under God, to
put the Bible into people’s hands and hearts.
We work so that all people can have the Bible in a language
they understand, a form they can access, and at an
affordable price, to aid genuine encounters with God.
Our vision is to see lives transformed through the Bible.

7 Hampton Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 5XU
Telephone: 0131 337 9701, Email: info@scottishbiblesociety.org
scottishbiblesociety.org
A company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland No. 238687 - registered office as above.
Scottish Charity No: SC010767 (Formerly The National Bible Society of Scotland)

