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Bible 2020 is a global initiative encouraging the church across the
world to unite and read the Bible aloud each day across our cities,
countryside and towns believing that by doing this we can bring change.
Welcome to the Easter Reader!

Using this Reader

In the following pages are a set of
daily readings, in which we invite
you to join thousands of people
all over the globe, reading and
speaking God’s Word out loud.

Each week begins with a short
reflection, which we hope
provides a useful introduction
to the readings for the week.

For more information on Bible
2020 and how to get involved
see www.Bible2020.org
These readings cover
three broad themes.
The Son: Meditating on how God
reveals himself to humanity through
Jesus, Jesus’ ministry of teaching,
healing and exorcism, and the words
Jesus uses to describe himself.
His Kingdom Comes: Proclaiming
the truth that the Lord is king over all
the earth, reading of God’s promise
of a coming king, Christ’s declaration
and explanation of the Kingdom, and
culminating with a glimpse towards
the day when the kingdom of the
world becomes the kingdom of
our Lord and of his Messiah, when
he will reign for ever and ever
A Triumphant King: Journeying through
the Easter story, exploring the reality and
wonder of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

This Easter reader can be used
individually, but we would love
people to get together each week
and discuss what they have read,
using a few simple questions:
•

What jumped out at you
for the first time?

•

Was there anything difficult or
troubling in the passage?

•

If these were the only parts of
the Bible we had, what would
we know about God?

•

How has God spoken into our
life as we have read this week,
and how will we respond?

Each week as you meet, we would
encourage you to read these words
from the Bible out loud to one another.
May God use his Word to transform
our lives this Easter, as we encounter
Jesus Christ afresh in these readings.

Reflection
1st - 7th March 2020

As we begin this season of awaiting and anticipating
Easter, our readings focus on Jesus Christ.
The first week of readings reflect on how God reveals himself to us through
Jesus, his Son. The Son, writes Paul, “is the image of the invisible God”, the
one in whom all the fulness of God dwells (Col 1:15-20). The Son is, “the
radiance of God’s glory…the exact representation of his being” (Heb 1:3).
The Biblical writers, with wonder and awe, tell us how this Jesus, who is
God and reveals what God is like, “made his dwelling among us” (John
1:14). They offer their own testimony of encountering Jesus. Peter writes,
“we were eye-witnesses of his majesty” (2 Pet 1:16), while John says, “we
have heard…we have seen…we have looked…our hands have touched…
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it.” (1 Jn 1:1-2)
To these eye-witness accounts, another voice is added: that of God himself.
Mark records what God says to Jesus at his baptism, “You are my Son, whom
I love; with you I am well pleased” (Mk 1:11). Peter, recalling the transfiguration
(Matt 17:1–8, Mk 9:2–8, Lk 9:28–36), notes God speaks the same words
about Jesus, but this time declaring his identity to the three disciples, “This
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (2 Pet 1:17). All three
Gospel writers record three other words God says, “Listen to him!”
This week, as we read and speak out loud these extraordinary truths
about Jesus revealing God to us, may we go into each day anticipating
our own transforming encounters with Jesus, and listening for the
voice of Christ speaking afresh words of life into our lives.

1 MARCH 2020

Colossians 1:15-20
15
The Son is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. 16 For in him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones
or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things have been created through
him and for him. 17 He is before all
things, and in him all things hold
together. 18 And he is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to
have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and
through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether things on earth or
things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.

2 MARCH 2020

John 1:14
14
The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

3 MARCH 2020

Hebrews 1:1-3
1
In the past God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets at many times
and in various ways, 2 but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his
Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, and through whom also he
made the universe. 3 The Son is the
radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining
all things by his powerful word.
After he had provided purification
for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty in heaven.

4 MARCH 2020
1 John 1:1-3
That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked at and our hands have
touched – this we proclaim concerning
the Word of life. 2 The life appeared;
we have seen it and testify to it, and
we proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and has
appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you
what we have seen and heard, so
that you also may have fellowship
with us. And our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.
1

5 MARCH 2020

7 MARCH 2020

2 Peter 1:16-18

Malachi 3:1

For we did not follow cleverly devised
stories when we told you about the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in
power, but we were eye-witnesses of
his majesty. 17 He received honour and
glory from God the Father when the
voice came to him from the Majestic
Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom
I love; with him I am well pleased.’
18
We ourselves heard this voice that
came from heaven when we were
with him on the sacred mountain.

1

16

6 MARCH 2020
Mark 1:9-11
At that time Jesus came from
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised
by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus
was coming up out of the water, he
saw heaven being torn open and
the Spirit descending on him like
a dove. 11 And a voice came from
heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I
love; with you I am well pleased.’
9

‘I will send my messenger, who will
prepare the way before me. Then
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will
come to his temple; the messenger
of the covenant, whom you desire,
will come,’ says the Lord Almighty.

Reflection
8th - 14th March 2020

Our readings for this week focus on Jesus’ ministry
of healing, exorcism and teaching.
We begin with Jesus announcing his mission in the synagogue of his home town
of Nazareth. As we read and speak aloud these words of Isaiah, we will be
enacting what Isaiah wrote: three times, Isaiah writes that the Spirit will come
on the Lord’s servant to “proclaim” his message and his mission (Lk 4:18, 19).
We end the week with three of the “I am” statements from John’s
Gospel, as Jesus describes all that he offers as the light of the world,
the bread of life and the gate through whom we enter into life.
As we read and speak aloud God’s Word this week, may we recognise
our need of Christ: to come and bring healing to our brokenness, to drive
out evil from our lives, and to teach us more about the Father. And may
our hearts and minds be opened to the wonder of all that Christ offers,
knowing that as we receive Jesus, we receive everything we need.

8 MARCH 2020
Luke 4:16-21
He went to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, and on the Sabbath
day he went into the synagogue,
as was his custom. He stood up to
read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it,
he found the place where it is written:
18
‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to set the oppressed free,
19
to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favour.’
20
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave
it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the
synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He
began by saying to them, ‘Today this
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’
16

9 MARCH 2020
Mark 1:29-34
As soon as they left the synagogue,
they went with James and John to the
home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s
mother-in-law was in bed with a fever,
and they immediately told Jesus about
29

her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand
and helped her up. The fever left her
and she began to wait on them.
32
That evening after sunset the people
brought to Jesus all who were ill and
demon-possessed. 33 The whole town
gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus
healed many who had various diseases.
He also drove out many demons, but
he would not let the demons speak
because they knew who he was.

10 MARCH 2020
Luke 5:4-11
When he had finished speaking, he
said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water,
and let down the nets for a catch.’
5
Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve
worked hard all night and haven’t
caught anything. But because you
say so, I will let down the nets.’
6
When they had done so, they
caught such a large number of fish
that their nets began to break. 7 So
they signalled to their partners in the
other boat to come and help them,
and they came and filled both boats
so full that they began to sink.
8
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell
at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away
from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’ 9 For
he and all his companions were
4

astonished at the catch of fish they had
taken, 10 and so were James and John,
the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don’t
be afraid; from now on you will
fish for people.’ 11 So they pulled
their boats up on shore, left
everything and followed him.

11 MARCH 2020
Luke 5:29-32
Then Levi held a great banquet for
Jesus at his house, and a large crowd
of tax collectors and others were
eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law who
belonged to their sect complained
to his disciples, ‘Why do you eat and
drink with tax collectors and sinners?’
31
Jesus answered them, ‘It is not the
healthy who need a doctor, but those
who are ill. 32 I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.’
29

12 MARCH 2020
John 8:12
When Jesus spoke again to the people,
he said, ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.’

12

13 MARCH 2020
John 6:35
Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never go hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.

35

14 MARCH 2020
John 10:7-10
Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very
truly I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who have come before
me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep have not listened to them. 9 I
am the gate; whoever enters through
me will be saved. They will come in
and go out, and find pasture. 10 The
thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full.
7

Reflection
15th - 20th March 2020

As we enter this week of readings another aspect of the mission of Jesus
emerges: his death on the cross. It is there as Jesus declares himself the
good shepherd, who lays down his life only to take it up again (Jn 10:17).
Following Peter’s declaration that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus
immediately begins to outline what this will mean (Lk 9:22).
Readings from Hebrews and Philippians point us to Christ and his experience of
opposition and suffering as an example for our own lives, encouraging us to fix
our eyes on Jesus (Heb 12:2) and to have the same mindset as Christ (Phil 2:5).
In all we experience in life – including suffering and death – our Lord has
gone before us. As we read and speak God’s Word out loud this week,
may the example of Christ challenge and comfort us. And in whatever
hardships we are currently facing, let the early echoes of resurrection and
ascension that we find in these verses encourage us and give us hope.

15 MARCH 2020
John 10:14-17
‘I am the good shepherd; I know my
sheep and my sheep know me – 15 just
as the Father knows me and I know
the Father – and I lay down my life
for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep
that are not of this sheepfold. I must
bring them also. They too will listen
to my voice, and there shall be one
flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason
my Father loves me is that I lay down
my life – only to take it up again.
14

16 MARCH 2020
Luke 9:18-22
Once when Jesus was praying
in private and his disciples were
with him, he asked them, ‘Who
do the crowds say I am?’
19
They replied, ‘Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, that one of the prophets of
long ago has come back to life.’
20
‘But what about you?’ he
asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’
Peter answered, ‘God’s Messiah.’
21
Jesus strictly warned them not to
tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, ‘The
Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders, the
18

chief priests and the teachers of
the law, and he must be killed and
on the third day be raised to life.’

17 MARCH 2020
Matthew 17:1-5
After six days Jesus took with him
Peter, James and John the brother
of James, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. 2 There he
was transfigured before them. His face
shone like the sun, and his clothes
became as white as the light. 3 Just
then there appeared before them
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
4
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good
for us to be here. If you wish, I will
put up three shelters – one for you,
one for Moses and one for Elijah.’
5
While he was still speaking, a
bright cloud covered them, and a
voice from the cloud said, ‘This is
my Son, whom I love; with him I
am well pleased. Listen to him!’
1

18 MARCH 2020

20 MARCH 2020

John 10:7-10

Philippians 2:5-11

Therefore, since we have a great high
priest who has ascended into heaven,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly
to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not
have a high priest who is unable to feel
sympathy for our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in
every way, just as we are – yet he did
not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s
throne of grace with confidence, so
that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need.

In your relationships with one another,
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6
who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage;
7
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8
And being found in appearance
as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death –
even death on a cross!
9
Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name,
10
that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue acknowledge
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

14

19 MARCH 2020
Hebrews 12:1-3
Therefore, since we are surrounded
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let
us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles.
And let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us, 2 fixing
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy that was
set before him he endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of
God. 3 Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart.
1

5

Reflection
21st - 28th March 2020

This week begins with two readings that focus on God’s kingship
and sovereignty over the whole earth, declaring “The LORD reigns”
(Ps 97:1), and that, “the LORD is the great king above all gods” (Ps
95:3). This is followed by some verses from Ps 72, which can be
read as a prophecy about the coming king – Jesus Christ.
Gospel readings from Matthew and Mark have Jesus announcing the coming of
his kingdom, as well as outlining what his kingdom looks like. The week closes
with two readings that speak of the value and priority of the kingdom of God.
As we read and speak God’s Word out loud this week, let us reflect on our
wonderful king, Jesus Christ, and the beauty and fulness of the kingdom he
brings. But may we also take time to consider the value we place on this
kingdom, and the priority Christ and his kingdom have in our own lives.

21 MARCH 2020
Psalm 97:1-6
The Lord reigns, let the earth be
glad; let the distant shores rejoice.
2
Clouds and thick darkness surround
him; righteousness and justice are
the foundation of his throne.
3
Fire goes before him and
consumes his foes on every side.
4
His lightning lights up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
5
The mountains melt like
wax before the Lord, before
the Lord of all the earth.
6
The heavens proclaim
his righteousness, and all
peoples see his glory.
1

22 MARCH 2020
Psalm 95:1-6
Come, let us sing for joy to
the Lord; let us shout aloud to
the Rock of our salvation.
2
Let us come before him with
thanksgiving and extol him
with music and song.
3
For the Lord is the great God,
the great King above all gods.
4
In his hand are the depths of the earth,
and the mountain peaks belong to him.
1

The sea is his, for he made it, and
his hands formed the dry land.
6
Come, let us bow down in worship, let
us kneel before the Lord our Maker;
5

23 MARCH 2020
Psalm 72:11-14
May all kings bow down to him
and all nations serve him.
12
For he will deliver the needy
who cry out, the afflicted who
have no one to help.
13
He will take pity on the weak and the
needy and save the needy from death.
14
He will rescue them from
oppression and violence, for
precious is their blood in his sight.
11

24 MARCH 2020
Mark 1:14-15
After John was put in prison, Jesus
went into Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God. 15 ‘The time
has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom
of God has come near. Repent
and believe the good news!’

14

25 MARCH 2020
Matthew 4:23-24
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues, proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom, and healing
every disease and illness among the
people. 24 News about him spread all
over Syria, and people brought to him
all who were ill with various diseases,
those suffering severe pain, the demonpossessed, those having seizures, and
the paralysed; and he healed them.
23

26 MARCH 2020

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

27 MARCH 2020
Matthew 13:44-46
‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went
and sold all he had and bought that field.
45
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a merchant looking for fine
pearls. 46 When he found one of
great value, he went away and sold
everything he had and bought it.
44

Matthew 5:3-10

28 MARCH 2020

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted.
5
Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth.
6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7
Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown mercy.
8
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9
Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.
10
Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness, for

Mark 10:23-27

3

Jesus looked round and said to his
disciples, ‘How hard it is for the rich
to enter the kingdom of God!’
24
The disciples were amazed at his words.
But Jesus said again, ‘Children, how hard
it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It
is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for someone who
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’
26
The disciples were even more
amazed, and said to each other,
‘Who then can be saved?’
27
Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With
man this is impossible, but not with
God; all things are possible with God.’
23

Reflection
29th March - 4th April 2020

Our readings this week continue with the challenge of entering the
kingdom of God. Jesus says that, “anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it” (Lk 18:17), and that
we cannot see the kingdom of God unless we are born again (Jn 3:3).
Two readings follow that speak of the suffering that are an essential part of
Jesus’ identity as king. In Luke 23, the charge written above Christ’s cross is
“This is the King of the Jews”. As people mock Jesus, he hears and responds
to the cry from a criminal crucified with him to enter his kingdom.
John, writing to the churches in Asia, reminds his readers of the centrality of the
death and resurrection of Jesus to his kingship (Rev 1:4-6). In lines familiar from
Handel’s Messiah, we read of John’s account of hearing the heavenly chorus
sing, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Messiah; and he will reign for ever and ever” (Rev 11:15). The nature of Christ’s
kingship is in view again in our final reading, as we anticipate the beginning of Holy
Week with Matthew’s account of Jesus being welcomed into Jerusalem as king.
As we read and speak God’s Word out loud this week, the challenge of
the king and his kingdom come once more. To follow Christ as king is
to embrace the path he took, which involved suffering, death and then
resurrection. What will it cost us this week to follow our king Jesus?

29 MARCH 2020
Luke 18:15-17
People were also bringing babies
to Jesus for him to place his hands
on them. When the disciples saw
this, they rebuked them. 16 But
Jesus called the children to him and
said, ‘Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who
will not receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never enter it.’
15

30 MARCH 2020
Mark 12:28-34
One of the teachers of the law came
and heard them debating. Noticing that
Jesus had given them a good answer, he
asked him, ‘Of all the commandments,
which is the most important?’
29
‘The most important one,’ answered
Jesus, ‘is this: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord
our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the
Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.”
31
The second is this: “Love your
neighbour as yourself.” There is no
commandment greater than these.’
32
‘Well said, teacher,’ the man replied.
‘You are right in saying that God is one
28

and there is no other but him. 33 To
love him with all your heart, with all
your understanding and with all your
strength, and to love your neighbour
as yourself is more important than
all burnt offerings and sacrifices.’
34
When Jesus saw that he had
answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You
are not far from the kingdom of
God.’ And from then on no one dared
ask him any more questions. .

31 MARCH 2020
John 3:1-3
Now there was a Pharisee, a man
named Nicodemus who was a member
of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came
to Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher who
has come from God. For no one
could perform the signs you are
doing if God were not with him.’
3
Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of
God unless they are born again.’
1

1 APRIL 2020
Luke 23:38-43
There was a written notice above him,
which read: this is the king of the jews.
39
One of the criminals who hung there
38

hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!’
40
But the other criminal rebuked him.
‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you
are under the same sentence? 41 We
are punished justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But this
man has done nothing wrong.’
42
Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.’
43
Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you,
today you will be with me in paradise.’

2 APRIL 2020
Revelation 1:4-6
John,
To the seven churches in
the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him
who is, and who was, and who is
to come, and from the seven spirits
before his throne, 5 and from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness,
the firstborn from the dead, and the
ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed
us from our sins by his blood, 6 and
has made us to be a kingdom
and priests to serve his God and
Father – to him be glory and power
for ever and ever! Amen.
4

3 APRIL 2020
Revelation 11:15
The seventh angel sounded his
trumpet, and there were loud
voices in heaven, which said:
‘The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Messiah, and he
will reign for ever and ever.’
15

4 APRIL 2020
Matthew 21:6-10
The disciples went and did as Jesus
had instructed them. 7 They brought the
donkey and the colt and placed their
cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A
very large crowd spread their cloaks
on the road, while others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the
road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of
him and those that followed shouted,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’
‘Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord!’
‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
10
When Jesus entered Jerusalem,
the whole city was stirred
and asked, ‘Who is this?’
6

Reflection
5th - 13th April 2020

Our final set of readings will take us from Palm Sunday through to Easter Monday.
We begin with Jesus and his disciples gathered around a meal, where Jesus
offers bread and wine, saying “this is my body…this is my blood…poured out for
the forgiveness of sins” (Matt 26:26-28). We wait with Jesus and his disciples in
Gethsemane, where Jesus is “overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death”,
yet prays to the Father, “Not as I will, but as you will” (Matt 26:38-39). We read of
Jesus’ betrayal by his friend and disciple Judas, and listen to the word of Pilate,
who says he found no basis for the charges against Jesus, yet yields to the crowd,
who shout, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” (Lk 23:14-21). We keep watch in the darkness
that surrounds the cross, and hear Jesus cry out in desolation, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” before he breathes his last and dies (Mk 15:33-37).
We are witnesses to the bravery of Joseph of Arimathea, as he boldly asks
Pilate for Jesus’ body, and are witness too, with the two Marys, as Joseph wraps
Jesus’ body in cloth and seals it in the tomb. But darkness gives way to light
on Easter morning, as the two Marys encounter an angel at the empty tomb,
who proclaims to them the astonishing news, “I know that you are looking
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said”
(Matt 28:1-6). Our final reading sees us join the disciples for that transforming
encounter, when Jesus, raised from the dead, appears to them.
As we read and speak these verses out loud, may we encounter Jesus Christ in a fresh
way. May these stories, that are perhaps overfamiliar, be brought to life as we speak
the truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ aloud over our villages, towns and nation. Let us
make the journey through this week with Jesus: gathering in that upper room, waiting
in the garden, witnessing the betrayal and the injustice of his trial and crucifixion.
And may we be overjoyed at his appearing to us. May all the dark places in our lives
and world be filled with the light, truth and hope of the resurrection this Easter.

5 APRIL 2020
Matthew 26:26-30
While they were eating, Jesus took
bread, and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’
27
Then he took a cup, and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. 28 This
is my blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not
drink from this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when I drink it
new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’
30
When they had sung a hymn, they
went out to the Mount of Olives.
26

6 APRIL 2020
Matthew 26:36-39
Then Jesus went with his disciples
to a place called Gethsemane, and
he said to them, ‘Sit here while I
go over there and pray.’ 37 He took
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee
along with him, and he began to be
sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he
said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed
with sorrow to the point of death.
Stay here and keep watch with me.’
36

Going a little farther, he fell
with his face to the ground and
prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible,
may this cup be taken from me.
Yet not as I will, but as you will.’

39

7 APRIL 2020
Matthew 26:47-50
While he was still speaking, Judas,
one of the Twelve, arrived. With
him was a large crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from the
chief priests and the elders of the
people. 48 Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them: ‘The one
I kiss is the man; arrest him.’ 49 Going
at once to Jesus, Judas said,
‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him.
50
Jesus replied, ‘Do what
you came for, friend.’
47

8 APRIL 2020
Luke 23:13-21
Pilate called together the chief priests,
the rulers and the people, 14 and said
to them, ‘You brought me this man as
one who was inciting the people to
rebellion. I have examined him in your
presence and have found no basis for
your charges against him. 15 Neither
has Herod, for he sent him back to us;
as you can see, he has done nothing
to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will
punish him and then release him.’
18
But the whole crowd shouted, ‘Away
with this man! Release Barabbas to
us!’ 19 (Barabbas had been thrown
into prison for an insurrection
in the city, and for murder.)
20
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate
appealed to them again. 21 But they kept
shouting, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’
13

9 APRIL 2020
Mark 15:33-37
At noon, darkness came over
the whole land until three in
the afternoon. 34 And at three in
the afternoon Jesus cried out
in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?’ (which means ‘My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?’).
33

When some of those standing
near heard this, they said,
‘Listen, he’s calling Elijah.’
36
Someone ran, filled a sponge with
wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and
offered it to Jesus to drink. ‘Now
leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah
comes to take him down,’ he said.
37
With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
35

10 APRIL 2020
Matthew 27:57-61
As evening approached, there
came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who had himself
become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going
to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body,
and Pilate ordered that it be given
to him. 59 Joseph took the body,
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and
placed it in his own new tomb that
he had cut out of the rock. He rolled
a big stone in front of the entrance
to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were
sitting there opposite the tomb.
57

11 APRIL 2020
Matthew 28:1-6
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2
There was a violent earthquake, for
an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His
appearance was like lightning, and
his clothes were white as snow. 4 The
guards were so afraid of him that they
shook and became like dead men.
5
The angel said to the women, ‘Do not
be afraid, for I know that you are looking
for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is
not here; he has risen, just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay.
1

12 APRIL 2020
Luke 24:9-12
When they came back from the tomb,
they told all these things to the Eleven
and to all the others. 10 It was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother
of James, and the others with them
who told this to the apostles. 11 But they
did not believe the women, because
their words seemed to them like
nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and
ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw
the strips of linen lying by themselves,
9

and he went away, wondering to
himself what had happened.

13 APRIL 2020
John 20:19-20
On the evening of that first day of
the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for
fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus
came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 20 After
he said this, he showed them his
hands and side. The disciples were
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

19
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“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and
do not return to it without watering the earth and making
it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and
bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my
mouth: it will not return to me empty, but will accomplish
what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
Isaiah 55:10-11
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