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‘As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so
that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word
that goes out from my mouth; it will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’
Isaiah 55:10-11

Bible 2020 is a significant project for us this year. Here in Scotland, throughout the UK and around the world people are following the Bible 2020 reading
plan and speaking the Bible aloud in their heart language.
To coincide with this, our readings follow the Bible 2020 plan this year. Many
of our prayer topics intentionally focus on Bible 2020 too, as well as many
other national and international aspects of our work. This year we invite you
to consider reading the verses of Scripture aloud. In doing so you will become
part of the Bible 2020 movement, joining a growing number of Christians
sharing the Word of God audibly so that others may hear for their enrichment
and blessing. We remain convinced that hearing God speak and encountering
him through his Word can lead to the greatest transformation possible! It is
exciting to consider what God may do as his people round the world speak
out the Bible this year.
We are so grateful for your support in prayer. We cannot hope to achieve
anything of lasting value unless the Lord is at work leading and guiding us.
Thank you for the part you play as our partners in the Gospel. Your generosity
and kindness are greatly appreciated. May God be glorified as we each play
our part in making Jesus known.

Elaine Duncan
Chief Executive

April 2020

The winners of Bible Moov; a competition designed by the Bible Society of Portugal to introduce the
Bible to a new generation.

1

1 April - Luke 23:38-43
April’s Bible-a-Month project partner is the Bible Society of Portugal who are
introducing Scripture to a youth audience using multimedia. Pray that, as
young people engage with the Bible for the first time, it will impact their lives.

2

2 April - Revelation 1:4-6
Remember the Bible Society partnering with the local church to deliver Now
I Can Read the Bible Myself - a Bible literacy programme currently operating in
East Nusa Tenggara, the southernmost province of Indonesia. Pray that the
ability to read God’s Word will profoundly affect the life of each student.

3

3 April - Revelation 11:15
Christians fleeing Iraq have found refuge in Lebanon. The Bible Society there,
with the help of local volunteers, offer them much-needed Bible-based Trauma
Healing. Pray for strength and renewed hope for all those affected.

4

4 April - Matthew 21:6-10
Pray for people around the world participating in Bible 2020. Today we start
a new theme in our Bible readings: ‘A Triumphant King’. Pray that we will
respond afresh to the reality of the Easter story and the wonder of Jesus’
resurrection.

5

5 April - Matthew 26:26-30
Elaine Duncan is speaking at Seagate Evangelical Church in Troon, today.
Give thanks for the faithful support of this church for our work and for the
regular invitation to speak to the congregation.

6

6 April - Matthew 26:36-39
A team from the Japan Bible Society is translating the Bible into Japanese
Sign Language. Please commit this labour-intensive work to the Lord and ask
that the new Sign Language Bible will impact hearts significantly.

7

7 April - Matthew 26:47-50
Through 30 Plus the Bible Society in Jordan connects families with the Word
of God. Please pray that young families would regain love for the Bible and
that Biblical principles would shape family life in Jordan.

8

8 April - Luke 23:13-21
The Kuria people live in the Migori County of Kenya. The New Testament
was published in 1996. Pray for increased funds and translators to be made
available so that the whole Igikuria Bible will be completed for them.

9

9 April - Mark 15:33-37
Elaine Duncan is speaking at the Maundy Thursday service at Bothwell
Evangelical Church, near Glasgow, today. Give thanks for the opportunity to
share about our work with the members of this congregation.
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10

10 April - Matthew 27:57-61
Thank God for the downloadable family resources which accompany
Bible 2020, and pray that many families would use them to chat about the
Bible together and draw closer to Jesus.

11

11 April - Matthew 28:1-6
The Latvian Bible Society is working to develop a new website which will
promote the Bible and include a new online shop. Pray that this will be a tool
for making God’s Word accessible to a wider audience.

12

12 April - Luke 24:9-12
Please pray for Adrian Armstrong, Head of Bible Engagement, as he preaches
at Garrabost Free Church, Isle of Lewis today. Give thanks for this faithful
congregation, and pray that God’s Word would bring comfort and challenge.
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13

13 April - John 20:19-20
There are sixteen major languages in Liberia. The Bible Society there has
translated eleven of the sixteen languages so far. Please pray for progress as
the New Testament is published in another of these - the Gola language.

14

14 April - John 20:26-29
Elaine Duncan is attending Spring Harvest at Harrogate this week. Pray that
this new venture would become a regular and popular fixture in the Spring
Harvest calendar, alongside those at Minehead and Skegness.

15

15 April - 1 Corinthians 15:3-6
In recent years the city of Skopje hosted a Bible week as part of the wider work
of Bible Engagement in Macedonia. Please pray for the Lord to continue to bless
this event and the staff from the Bible Society of the Republic of Macedonia.

16

16 April - Isaiah 53:1-3
In Madagascar the Malagasy Bible Society is working on a new Study Bible.
The project has suffered previous setbacks and delays, so please pray for renewed
strength for the team. Printing of this Bible is planned for December 2020.

17

17 April - 1 Corinthians 1:18
There are many Bible-based Trauma Healing Groups being run across Scotland.
Pray that many will know healing and restoration as they read God’s Word
and find the peace only he can bring.

18

18 April - Isaiah 53:4-6
Give thanks for the Bible Society of Malaysia as they provide Scholarly
Editions Grants to resource theological students with Hebrew and Greek
Biblical texts. Pray that students will be better equipped as a result of this and
become faithful teachers of the Word of God.

19

19 April - Colossians 2:13-15
The Dina Project supports suffering women in Mali — particularly young
mothers and victims of violence. Give thanks for the healing power of God,
and pray for continued restoration through Bible-based Trauma Healing run by
the Bible Society in Mali.

20

20 April - Isaiah 53:7-8
Praise God for the work of the Bible Society of Mauritius. Mauritius is an
island where 33% of the population are Christian. Pray that increasing
numbers of people living there would get to know God through his Word.

21

21 April - 1 Peter 2:23-25
People in China desperately need Bibles. The latest SBS appeal, to raise funds
to provide the paper to print 3.5 million Bibles, will reach our supporters
today. Please pray for a good response to meet this need.
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22

22 April - Romans 4:25
In the remote Micronesian Islands, Bibles are in high demand and must be
heavily subsidised. Please pray for the people of these islands, located in the
middle of the Phillipine Sea, and the Micronesia Partnership who work to
provide them with God’s Word.

23

23 April - Isaiah 53:10
The Interconfessional Bible Society of Moldova has the vision to reach cities
outside of Moldova’s capital with a Mobile Bible Bookshop. Pray that the Lord
will provide the funds to purchase and adapt a minibus for this purpose.

24

24 April - Isaiah 1:18
Pray for Bible 2020. ‘The Stain of Sin’ is the Bible reading theme beginning
today. Pray that we will have a sense of our own sinfulness, but also joy in
realising the wonderful mercy and forgiveness God offers us through Jesus.

25

25 April - Genesis 3:1
The first translation of the Bible in Moroccan Arabic is due to be completed by
the end of 2020 by the Bible Society in Morocco. Please ask the Lord to inspire
the translators as they work hard to meet this deadline. This is exciting, as for
the first time, Moroccans will have a translation of the full Bible in their language
in both print and audio. Please continue to pray about this important work.

26

26 April - Genesis 3:13
Give thanks for the Aberdeen Action Group and for the joint church service
held today, at Midstocket Church, Aberdeen, in which Adrian Armstrong will
give an update on the work of SBS in Scotland and around the world.

27

27 April - Isaiah 59:1-4
As work begins on designing and typesetting the SBS Annual Report, please
pray for wisdom and accuracy as this important task is undertaken.

28

28 April - Jeremiah 5:20-25
In Namibia people often struggle to carry on with their lives after a traumatic
event because they don’t receive support. Pray that God might use the Bible-based
Trauma Healing offered by the Bible Society of Namibia, to heal broken lives.

29

29 April - Isaiah 64:6-8
The Bible for Every Home in Nepal is the ultimate vision of the Nepal Bible
Society. Ask the Lord to shine the light of his Word into people’s lives, as it is
shared with those who have never heard about Jesus.

30

30 April - Obadiah 15
Easy Access to Sacred Scripture is a project initiated by the Bible Society New
Zealand encouraging Bible Societies in the Asia Pacific area to build stronger
links with the Catholic Church. Please pray that this will encourage many to
engage with the Bible in a deeper way.
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May 2020

A young girl reads from one of our beautifully illustrated Bibleworld Books, Glasgow.

1

1 May - Jeremiah 17:9-10
May’s Bible-a-Month project is Bibleworld Books. SBS is working with
churches and schools in Scotland, tackling falling literacy and reaching young
people with Scripture. Pray for the children as they learn about God while
improving their reading skills.

2

2 May - Jeremiah 31:33-34
The Bible Society of the West Indies supply scholarly editions of the Bible to
Theological Colleges and Bible Schools in this area of the world. This unique resource
is vital for ministry preparation; pray that theology students will make full use of it.

3

3 May - Joel 2:12-13
Give thanks for migrant churches in Kuwait. This year the Bible Society in the
Gulf is supporting them by providing training for 50 church leaders on the
theme ‘The Uniqueness of Jesus’. 1,000 Scriptures will also be distributed.

4

4 May - Hosea 14:2-3
The Bible Society of Lithuania is working on a new Bible translation in
contemporary language. Praise God for the enthusiasm of the translation
team, and pray for daily inspiration for them. Please pray that everyone
involved, from translators to readers, may be touched afresh by God’s Word.
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5

5 May - Psalm 51:1-4
Please pray for the staff team at SBS as we prepare for the Church of
Scotland’s Heart and Soul event in Princes Street Gardens, Edinburgh later
this month. Pray that the materials produced will be eye-catching and attract
many visitors to our stand.

6

6 May - Daniel 9:17-19
The majority of the population of Mozambique is under 25. Please pray for the
work of the Bible Society there - working to meet the spiritual needs of young
people through workshops, youth materials and the provision of God’s Word.

7

7 May - Ezekiel 36:24-28
The Bible Society in Myanmar is working to establish Literacy through Listening.
Audio material, Scriptures and comics will be available to participating students.
Ask God to touch hearts as people learn to read and find out about the Gospel.

8

8 May - Titus 3:3-7
Elaine Duncan is attending a Board meeting of Biblica Europe in Belfast,
Northern Ireland. Pray for wisdom and for open and fruitful discussion as
they work through the agenda.

9

9 May - Romans 3:21-24
Elaine Duncan is speaking at the Women Across the Highlands conference in
Inverness. Pray that those attending will be challenged by the teaching and
will enjoy warm fellowship together.
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10 May - Romans 8:1-2
Elaine Duncan is speaking at Kinmylies Church in Inverness this morning.
Give thanks for the opportunity to share in worship with them, and pray that
the congregation will be encouraged by the message they hear.

11

11 May - 2 Corinthians 5:17-20
Pray for the United Bible Societies Communications Affinity Group as they meet
in Kiev, Ukraine. The group, which includes SBS staff members, aims to equip
Bible Societies across the fellowship with relevant communications skills.

12

12 May - Hebrews 10:19-23
Children’s Bible Timeline is an illustrated banner to help children remember key
Bible stories. Please pray that the Lord will use this resource for his glory as
these are distributed to local churches by the Bible Society of Kyrgyzstan.

13

13 May - 2 Peter 3:8-9
A fundraising conference is taking place in Ukraine, where Bible Societies
across Europe will collaborate to increase effectiveness of income generation
in order to better support projects around the world. Please pray for the
implementation of creative ideas generated at the conference.
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14

14 May - Jonah 1:1-6
Pray for people around the world involved in Bible 2020. A new reading
theme begins today: ‘God’s Concern’. Pray that the story of Jonah will help us
to understand more about God’s judgement and rich mercy.

15

15 May - Jonah 1:11-17
After the publishing of the new Yao Bible in Malawi, a literacy programme
was needed so that people could have increased access to God’s Word.
Please pray for the Yao Literacy Programme run by local churches and supported
by the Bible Society of Malawi.

16

16 May - Jonah 2:7-10
Pray for Elaine Duncan as she attends the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland this morning to present a Bible to the new Moderator. Pray also
for the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, opening on Monday,
where similarly a Bible will be presented to their Moderator.

17

17 May - Jonah 3:1-5
Give thanks for the congregation of the Free Church in Dunfermline, where
Adrian Armstrong will speak at the evening service, providing an update on
the work of SBS in Scotland and around the world.

18

18 May - Jonah 4:6-10
Our second Advanced Bible-based Trauma Healing course begins today in
Larbert. Pray that as people share together, they will be encouraged by
hearing how God is working in many people’s lives throughout Scotland.

19

19 May - Psalm 23:1-6
The Bible 2020 reading plan focuses on the theme of ‘Joyful Song’ beginning
today, with eleven days of Bible readings expressing praise to God. Pray for
hearts to be lifted to the King of Kings as we read these verses aloud.

20

20 May - Psalm 98:4-7
Through Mobile Phone Engagement, the Bible Society in Israel facilitates greater
access to God’s Word in audio, via the web and on various social media. Pray that
lasting change will result as the message of the Bible reaches new audiences.

21

21 May - Psalm 66:1-5
The Mongolian Union Bible Society currently rents a small office, but the
staff team has increased to 10, so a larger office and space for resources is
required. Please pray for the growing needs of this ministry.

22

22 May - Psalm 33:1-5
Give thanks for 100,000 New Testaments for Youth, an initiative of the Bible
Society in Nicaragua. The distribution will be to young new believers. Training
in discipleship will also be available for pastors and youth leaders working
with these young Christians.
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23

23 May - Psalm 96:7-10
Pray for the Dear Theo resources for youth groups and all-age settings.
Pray that as people read Luke and Acts together, they would meet with Jesus
and their lives would be transformed.

24

24 May - Psalm 47:6-9
Please remember the Bible Society in Niger as they make Bibles accessible to
people in Northeast Africa. Pray for sensitivity, wisdom and for the Lord to
provide for every need so that their work may continue.

25

25 May - Psalm 105:1-4
Please bring Nigeria and the African Biblical Leadership Initiative (ABLI), before
the Lord today. Through the ABLI, the Bible Society of Nigeria encourages
those in government to consider the Bible and allow for its principles and
values to shape their leadership.

26

26 May - Psalm 100:1-5
Pray for the Arab-Israeli Bible Society, running a Scripture Community Centre in
Galilee from which they engage the Arab-Israeli community with God’s Word.
Please pray for the faith of local Christians to be strengthened.

27

27 May - Psalm 103:1-6
The Bible Society of Mexico is working with the local church to reach
indigenous communities across their country. Give thanks that through an
Audio New Testament in Spanish and the indigenous languages of Mexico,
many are hearing the Good News of Jesus.

28

28 May - Psalm 65:1-5
Pray for the illumiNations event taking place in Scotland this weekend. UK Bible
agencies are collaborating to deliver this event focussing on global translation
work. Pray that those invited will want to support this vital aspect of our work.

29

29 May - Psalm 150:1-6
Give thanks that through Scripture Engagement in Medical Camps the Lord is
bringing spiritual and physical healing to those living in the poorest communities in
Pakistan. In partnership with United Christian Hospital, the Pakistan Bible Society
offers free medical care and Bibles to Christians in much need of encouragment.

30

30 May - Zechariah 4:6
Pray for people around the world participating in Bible 2020. Today we begin
the theme entitled ‘By the Spirit’. Ask for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit to
transform our lives as we read together.

31

31 May - John 15:26-27
Pray for Norman Liddle, Community Partnership Manager, speaking at
Dawson Mission, Falkirk, this evening. Pray that those present will be
challenged and inspired about what God is doing around the world.
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June 2020

A young pupil at a boarding school in Válaszút, Romania.

1

1 June - John 16:7
June’s Bible-a-Month focus is the Bible Adventure Programme, an interactive
resource for use in Romanian schools. Pray that more schools will engage
with this exciting project and that children will be inspired to discover more
about the Bible.

2

June - Acts 1:4-5
Elaine Duncan is in Cape Town, South Africa this week attending the UBS
Roundtable Exchange. Pray for good discussions and fellowship as representatives
from Bible Societies around the world come together.

3

3 June - Acts 2:1-8
Give thanks for the Perth Action Group, who held a meeting in Perth last
night to plan and share ideas. Please pray for the Lord to bless their activities
and that more people will be inspired to join the Bible mission.

4

4 June - Acts 2:14-17
Through Kingdom Kids the Bible Society in the South Pacific provides Scripture
products to 20,000 children across the South Pacific Islands. Pray that God
will be at work in young lives as they learn about Jesus.

5

5 June - Acts 2:18-21
Remember the Bible Society of Panama reaching vulnerable children living in red
light districts. Pray for teachers working with these children and that the resources
provided by the Bible Society will be used wisely and bring glory to God.

6

6 June - Acts 2:32-33
Please pray for Norman Liddle, Community Partnership Manager, as he
leads services in St.Monans and East Neuk Trinity churches in Fife tomorrow
morning. Pray for God’s leading as Norman prepares and a real sense of God’s
presence as people gather for worship.

7

7 June - Matthew 5:14-16
Today the theme for the Bible 2020 readings changes to: ‘God’s Dwelling
Place’. We will focus on the founding and growth of the church. Please pray
for the Holy Spirit to teach us to view and love the church as God does.

8

8 June - Matthew 16:16-18
At present, the Bible Society of Papua New Guinea is supporting translation
projects for 8 different local languages. Ask the Lord to guide and sustain the
translators as they work to ensure delivery of accurate Bible translations by 2025.

9

9 June - Acts 4:32-35
Please pray for Dare You, a project run by the Paraguayan Bible Society. They
have the vision to reach large numbers of young people with Youth Bibles and
Scripture portions within Paraguay, where 59% of the population is under
the age of 24.
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10

10 June - Acts 2:47
Please pray for Adrian Armstrong, Head of Bible Engagement, as he helps
with the Abbey Summer School in Edinburgh, and for the course on Reading
and Preaching the Psalms that will be taught by Professor Iain Provan.

11

11 June - Acts 6:1-4
The SBS Board meets this afternoon, followed by the AGM this evening.
Pray for wisdom and guidance in decision making, and give thanks for the
commitment of the trustees and for good governance.

12

12 June - Acts 5:12-16
The Bible Society in Lebanon currently runs a Youth Interactive Program. Part of
this involves a training course called Book of Life. Give thanks for the success of
Book of Life, and for the young lives encountering Jesus through the Bible.

13

13 June - Acts 11:19-21
Give thanks for all the Bible Societies participating in Bible 2020. Please ask
that people will continue to catch the vision and join the worldwide community
of people reading the Bible aloud together.

14

14 June - Titus 2:11-14
God’s Word for the Deaf is a project translating and filming Bible stories in
Peruvian Sign Language. The videos are then distributed around Peru. Pray for
this unique Bible version to be received gladly by those who are hearing impaired.

15

15 June - 1 Corinthians 12:12-14
Bible-based Trauma Healing continues to grow in Scotland. Give thanks for all
who have been on the courses and have taken the material into their own
communities around Scotland.

16

16 June - Ephesians 2:14-18
A newly translated Tinggian Inlaud New Testament will make the Bible available
to 54,000 Tinggian speakers in the Phillipines. Please pray for the Bible Society
in the Philippines and the translation team as they seek to deliver a clear and
meaningful translation.

17

17 June - Ephesians 2:19-22
In Portugal the Bible Society is translating and adapting a new Family Bible.It includes Bible reading plans, activities and colourful illustrations. Please pray that
this version will come together well and will prove to be a blessing to many.

18

18 June - Ephesians 4:2-6
The Interconfessional Bible Society in Romania is organising a series of 6
conferences to address teenagers’ questions about life and faith. Please pray
that these conferences will encourage young people to look to the God of the
Bible for answers and perspective.

19

19 June - Philippians 2:1-4
Pray for the all-age resources for congregations to use over the summer
months alongside Bible 2020, praying that these would bring fresh insight and
connection with the Bible.

20

20 June - 1 Peter 2:9-10
The Bible Society in Russia is working to translate and publish the first ever
Bashkir Bible. Please ask God to continue blessing this work as final checks of
the text are due to take place this month.

21

21 June - Haggai 1:7-9
Rebuilding Hope for Street Children is an initiative of the Bible Society of Rwanda.
Pray that God’s healing Word will be at work among the broken-hearted
children of Rwanda and that many may find their place in new foster families.
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22

22 June - Revelation 7:13-15
Please pray for wisdom as SBS look to develop new and innovative ways to
communicate with our supporters by email. Ask that we would find creative
ways to share God’s Word online.

23

23 June - Revelation 7:16-17
Literacy for Romani Youth in Serbia began after the production of a Children’s
Bible in the Romani language by the Bible Society of Serbia. Please pray
that through learning to read the Bible, more Roma Children in Serbia might
discover God’s love.

24

24 June - Revelation 21:1-5
In Syria so many who have faithfully served the Church have left the country
or are living in other parts of their home-country. Pray for the Bible Society in
Syria that they will be a practical support to the Christians who remain there.

25

25 June - Psalm 121:1-8
Remember the Bible Societies across the world who are operating with very
limited resources. Pray for God’s provision for the Bible Society of the
Seychelles today, and ask that they will be able to maintain a presence there.

26

26 June - Isaiah 40:28-31
‘Power in Weakness’ is the new theme for the Bible 2020 readings, starting
today. Pray that as we read we will be drawn to a God who graciously pours
out his strength and peace into our lives.

27

27 June - Isaiah 41:10
The Bible Society in Sierra Leone connects young people with the Bible through
Youth Clubs in the areas of Makeni, Kono and Bo. Please pray that the Holy Spirit
would draw teenagers, especially those at risk, closer to the things of God.

28

28 June - Psalm 46:1-3
In 2012 the Slovak Bible Society published 500 Matthew and Mark’s
Gospels in giant print to make the Bible accessible to the visually impaired.
Give thanks that since then, most of the New Testament books have now
been printed and distributed in Slovakia.

29

29 June - Psalm 125:1-2
The Bible Society of Slovenia is working with Catholic Christians to encourage
regular reading of God’s Word. Please pray that believers of every
denomination will be motivated to spend time with God in his Word.

30

30 June - Exodus 15:2
Bibles for Prisoners project has a long history of providing God’s Word to those
serving time in prison in South Africa. Please pray that Bibles will be
gladly-received and bring about real, lasting change in the lives of many.
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A GLOBAL COMMUNITY
READING THE BIBLE ALOUD
Read & Pray daily readings are following Bible 2020 this year.
Download the App. Join the movement.

bible2020.org

READ
A DIFFERENT BIBLE PASSAGE EVERY DAY

RECORD
YOURSELF SPEAKING THE WORDS ALOUD

SHARE
YOUR RECORDING WITH A GLOBAL COMMUNITY

LIFE TRANSFORMED THROUGH THE BIBLE

The Scottish Bible Society seeks, under God, to
put the Bible into people’s hands and hearts.
We work so that all people can have the Bible in a language
they understand, a form they can access, and at an
affordable price, to aid genuine encounters with God.
Our vision is to see lives transformed through the Bible.

7 Hampton Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 5XU
Telephone: 0131 337 9701, Email: info@scottishbiblesociety.org
scottishbiblesociety.org
A company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland No. 238687 - registered office as above.
Scottish Charity No: SC010767 (Formerly The National Bible Society of Scotland)

