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‘As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so
that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word
that goes out from my mouth; it will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’
Isaiah 55:10-11

Thank you so much for your commitment to stand with us in prayer. Whether
you have been using Read & Pray for many years or if you are new to it, we
are delighted that you have chosen to partner with us in Gospel work. Our
mission to enable everyone to have a Bible and to engage with God through it
must be underpinned by prayer if it is to bear fruit. Prayer is the great mystery
of God drawing us into his work of salvation in the world that he loves.
The global COVID-19 pandemic has affected us all. There was much in the
last edition of Read & Pray that became invalid as events and church meetings
were cancelled. Using the latest information, all the projects mentioned in
this edition are up-to-date at the time of writing. However, as you know, the
pandemic is hitting countries at different times with differing results.
In the changing situation some ministry may be curtailed or begin to operate
differently. So, please read our prayer points along with an eye on the news
from the countries mentioned or consult the Read & Pray page of our website
which displays our current prayer needs.
In these days of difficulty and challenge may you know God’s presence and
peace and may he give us all courage to make the most of every opportunity
to point people to Jesus.

Elaine Duncan
Chief Executive

July 2020

Children from Medellin, in northern Colombia.

1

1 July - Isaiah 35:3-4
July’s Bible-a-month project partner is the Bible Society of Colombia where
in the north of the country children often suffer hunger and malnutrition.
The Society provides food and children’s Bibles. Pray that children and their
families may be receptive to God’s Word.

2

2 July - Joshua 1:7-9
Give thanks for our Bible-based Trauma Healing facilitators here in Scotland as
they continue to lead online groups in discussions focused on God’s Word.
Pray for wisdom and grace as they continue this valuable work.

3

3 July - Judges 6:12-14
Pray for the Lord to help us at this unique time. At the time of writing, the
Coronavirus pandemic has meant lockdown for UK households and others
across the world. Many of the Bible Societies will be greatly hindered in their
ability to carry out the projects mentioned in Read & Pray.

4

4 July - Ephesians 6:10-13
Remember the Bible Society in Turkey in prayer today. The Society is promoting
the Bible via a series of adverts in popular Turkish newspapers and across social
media. Pray that God will bless the people who respond to the adverts — often
prisoners who want a Bible but have no means to purchase their own copy.

S AT

5

5 July - Ephesians 6:14-18
Our eNews updates are sent out to over 7,000 recipients every month.
Pray that these emails will be a source of encouragement to all recipients and
that we will continue to be able to reach new supporters.

6

6 July - Psalm 91:1-2
Give thanks for the Bibleworld Book Groups that were running in Scotland
before lockdown. Pray that we can facilitate changes to enable these groups to
continue to run, and help children in their discovery of reading and the Bible.

7

7 July - Numbers 6:22-27
Italy was one of the worst hit European countries during the Coronavirus
crisis. Pray that this time of suffering will turn the people of Italy to the God
of the Bible for help and hope.

8

8 July - John 14:27
The Japan Bible Society is translating the Bible into Japanese Sign Language for the
300,000 people living with hearing loss in this country. Pray for good progress to
be made despite the difficulties presented by the Coronavirus situation.

9

9 July - Matthew 11:28-30
Please remember Elaine Duncan in prayer. Ask for wisdom as she balances
her SBS responsibilities with her UBS ones in her capacity as Chair of the
UBS Global Council. Pray also for energy to sustain her.

SUN

10

10 July - Proverbs 3:5-6
The Bible Society in Kazakhstan continues to provide Scriptures for the visually
impaired. Pray that these large print Gospels, Psalms and Proverbs in Russian
will be a blessing to believers in churches, medical centres, and nursing homes.

11

11 July - Matthew 6:31-34
In Kenya the Bible is available in 22 local languages. These manuscripts now
need to be checked for inaccuracies and then submitted to the Digital Bible
Library. Give thanks that, despite the recent Coronavirus challenges, the Bible
Society of Kenya has revised the Kalenjin First Bible and the Ekegusii First Bible.

12

12 July - Psalm 37:3-7
The Bible and Me is a youth engagement programme run by the Bible Society of
Togo. Pray for this project, as gatherings like youth camps and concerts will be
unable to run at this time due to the Coronavirus. Please pray that through the
radio broadcasting part of the project God’s Word will still reach young hearts.

13

13 July - Philippians 4:12-13
A Timeline of the Bible for Children is being developed in Kyrgyzstan by the Bible
Society there. The timeline banner includes colourful cartoons. Pray that this
will help children to discover and remember the big story of the Bible.
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14

14 July - 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
Give thanks for the creative ways many churches have discovered and distributed
Dear Theo during what continues to be a difficult time in our nation. Pray that
those who read the books of Luke and Acts in this format will meet with Jesus.

15

15 July - Psalm 33:20-22
We begin a new Bible 2020 topic today — ‘Hope in Suffering’. Scripture
acknowledges the reality of suffering and directs us to the transforming presence
of God. Pray that he will fill us with hope today regardless of our circumstances.

16

16 July - Psalm 34:4-8
The Latvian Bible Society is working to produce the Gospel of Mark in sign
language. Please pray for the successful completion of this project so that
many more Latvians will have access to God’s Word.

17

17 July - Isaiah 43:1-2
The Bible Society in Lebanon supports persecuted Christians in this troubled
area of the world. At the moment personal visits are restricted, but contact via
phone and the internet are a lifeline. Please pray for strength and endurance for
the Middle Eastern Church.

18

18 July - Ecclesiastes 3:1-4
Please pray for the Bible Society of Lesotho as they record forty oral Bible
stories in the SiPhuthi language over the next three years. As this language has
no grammatical set view, oral stories are the best way of sharing God’s Word.

19

19 July - Isaiah 40:1-3
Pray for people in Liberia participating in the Faith Comes By Hearing
programme. Scriptures are distributed by the Bible Society in Liberia to all new
believers who have completed the listening classes and have learned to read.

20

20 July - Zephaniah 3:16-17
The Bible Society of Lithuania is developing new resources to help people
better understand the historical context and geography of the Bible. This
information will eventually be available online. Pray that this will lead many to
a deeper understanding of the Christian message.

21

21 July - 2 Corinthians 1:3-5
Ask the Lord to bless the new support centre in Erbil, northern Iraq. Recently
established by the Bible Society in Iraq, its purpose is to serve churches and
families through the provision of Bibles and resources.

22

22 July - Philippians 1:19-21
Truth for the Youth is run by the Bible Society in Jordan. It aims to ignite a love
for God among young people through the Scriptures. Pray that those reached
by this ministry will not only find their way to Jesus, but remain in the Lord.
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23

23 July - James 1:12
Remember the SBS staff team and pray that they may enjoy some rest and
relaxation over the summer months, despite holiday plans being disrupted
this year.

24

24 July - Hebrews 11:1-3
There is potential to increase Bible work in Macedonia, but existing Bible
Society staff are already working at full capacity. Please pray for the Bible
Society of the Republic of Macedonia that they may be able to expand their
staff team.

25

25 July - Romans 5:3-5
The development of a Malagasy Study Bible has been deferred several times,
and the Coronavirus situation could mean further delays. Please pray for staff at
the Malagasy Bible Society that with God’s help this might finally be published.

26

26 July - Romans 8:18-21
Let the Children Encounter Christ aims to provide Children’s Bibles for all city
churches in Malawi. Pray for the Bible Society of Malawi as they organise this
project and that God’s Word might bear fruit in young lives.

27

27 July - Romans 8:25-27
Please pray for Virtually Keswick Convention, beginning online today. The new
five-day event will replace the cancelled Keswick Convention which takes place
every July. Give thanks because this new format will give more people access
to the programme of high quality Bible teaching.

28

28 July - 2 Corinthians 4:7-10
The Bible Society in Mali is working to revise the Protestant Bambara Bible.
Bambara is spoken by more than 4.7 million people in Mali. Pray that this new
version will bring blessing and spiritual growth.

29

29 July - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
The Bible Society of Mexico continues the work of translating the Bible into
the Chol of Tumbala language. Please pray for the translation teams, and pray
that this Bible will be a version that is more attractive to the younger
generation.

30

30 July - Romans 8:28-30
Bibles are in demand throughout the Micronesian Islands. Due to local
economic conditions, many lack the funds needed to pay the full cost of a
Bible. Please pray for the Micronesia Partnership as they work to provide
God’s Word at a subsidised price.

31

31 July - 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
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Pray for the members of the SBS Board. Give thanks for their commitment and for
giving their time and expertise so freely.

August 2020

A young mother, typical of the many girls being supported by the Bible Society of Guatemala.

1

1 August - John 12:23-25
August’s Bible-a-month project partner is the Bible Society of Guatemala who
are reaching out to girls, some as young as 10, who have become mothers.
Pray that these children can begin the healing process and can have hope
again – through the love shown by God in his Word.

2

2 August - Revelation 14:12-13
2020 marks the 30 Year Anniversary of the establishment of the Interconfessional
Bible Society of Moldova. Give God thanks for this Bible Society and for the years
he has enabled them to serve the Church by promoting and providing the Bible in
their country.

3

3 August - Romans 15:13
In 2017 the Mongolian Union Bible Society purchased additional office space
to accommodate their growing staff team. Praise God for the expansion of
the work in Mongolia, and ask the Lord to provide for them financially.

4

4 August - 1 Samuel 2:1-2
Our Bible 2020 readings during the next two weeks focus on the book of
Ruth. Pray that the Lord will teach us through this story of suffering and loss,
hope and new beginnings.
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5

5 August - Ruth 1:1-2
Pray for SBS staff as we create new online resources to help people engage
with the Bible. Connecting with the Bible and one another over the internet
is more vital than ever since UK churches remain closed to congregations.
Please pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire and guide us in what we publish.

6

6 August - Ruth 1:3-5
Please pray for our volunteer Bible-based Trauma Healing facilitators as they
continue to use the book ‘Healing the Wounds of Trauma’ to speak into many
lives, bringing healing and restoration.

7

7 August - Ruth 1:15-18
Morocco is a Muslim-majority country with a very tiny percentage of
Christians. Please pray for the people of Morocco that God will bless them as
a nation and that the Word of God will find its place in hearts and lives.

8

8 August - Ruth 1:19-20
Pray for the Bible Society in Mozambique as they are running a Faith Comes
by Hearing programme to provide audio Bibles. In a country where more than
60% of the population cannot read, this is the best way to access God’s Word.

9

9 August - Ruth 2:1-4
The Bible Society of Myanmar is running a Literacy through Listening project
to share the Bible message with different language groups in their country.
Please pray that people will receive what they hear.

10

10 August - Ruth 2:17-18
Pray for the Bible Society in Israel, helping young people connect with the
Word of God through adverts in streets, cafés and pubs. The adverts direct
people to websites where they can listen to audio Bible passages and watch
Bible story videos.

11

11 August - Ruth 2:19-20
Give thanks for the families who are engaging with Bible 2020 and the daily
ideas that are available online to help them chat about God’s Word together.

12

12 August - Ruth 2:21-23
The Bible Society of Namibia plans to translate and record a current English
Children’s Bible into 7 local languages. Remember the children of Namibia
and pray that having a Bible in their own language will bring great blessing.

13

13 August - Ruth 3:2-5
Please pray for Nepal and the New Revised Version of the Nepali Bible. Praise
God for the team of revisers, and pray for God’s Spirit to help them in their
work. Pray that this contemporary translation might come together unhindered
despite possible restrictions caused by COVID-19.
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14

14 August - Ruth 3:8-9
As we begin preparing the autumn edition of Transform Magazine, please pray for
all involved in the writing and design process. Ask that the magazine will be an
effective tool to raise awareness of our work in Scotland and around the world.

15

15 August - Ruth 3:10-13
Give thanks for the continued growth in the usage of our Equip Bible Study
materials. Pray that we will be able to continue to encourage many to engage
with God’s Word.

16

16 August - Ruth 3:16-18
The Bible Society in Netherlands Antilles and Aruba has launched an
initiative to Eliminate Domestic Violence in the Dutch Caribbean. Pray for the
effectiveness of this programme, to raise awareness and equip the churches,
and to bring change and healing to the abused and the abusers.

17

17 August - Ruth 4:2-6
Pray for 100,000 New Testaments for Youth, an initiative of the Bible Society
of Nicaragua, to help new believers interact with God’s Word so that they will
know the purpose of God for their lives.

18

18 August - Ruth 4:9-10
Please pray for Christians in Niger, sometimes persecuted and in need of
encouragement. Pray for the Bible Society in that country that they might be
a source of strength and help to all in need.

19

19 August - Ruth 4:13-17
Give thanks for the Senior Staff team at SBS who lead with such energy and
enthusiasm. Praise God for their dedication to sharing God’s Word with
Scotland and the world.

20

20 August - 1 Samuel 2:6-8
Eggon is a language spoken in Nigeria’s Nasarawa state. The Bible Society of
Nigeria is working to translate the first full Bible into Eggon. Thank God for the
progress made so far, and pray for deeper insight and revelation as translators
continue the task.

21

21 August - Isaiah 55:1-2
The next set of Bible 2020 readings will turn our minds to prayers of longing
and lament, Jesus’ teaching on prayer, and some of the best loved prayers in
the Bible. Today, thank God for the astonishing privilege of talking with him.

22

22 August - Psalm 63:1-4
Please remember the Palestinian Bible Society in prayer. Working throughout
Palestine, the team serve the weak and vulnerable in communities in practical
ways and support Christians with the Word of God. Pray for followers of Jesus
who live in that area.
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23

23 August - 1 Kings 8:27-30
Translating the Word of God for people without Bibles is run by the Bible Society
of Papua New Guinea. The project addresses the needs of the 840 tribal
language groups that are crying out for the Scriptures in their own language.
Please pray that this great need will be met.

24

24 August - Psalm 86:1-7
Give thanks for the partnership between 10 Must Know Bible Stories and
Bibleworld Books, and for the opportunities for these resources to be used
within a homeschooling context.

25

25 August - Psalm 5:1-3
Pray for God-given wisdom for the United Bible Societies so that they can advise
and support Bible Societies during this unprecedented time. Many Bible Societies
are struggling with the impact of COVID-19 on their projects and finances.

26

26 August - Ezra 8:22-23
The Paraguayan Bible Society runs Changing the Future — a programme
involving three parts. Faith Comes by Hearing groups are run in conjunction
with showing the Jesus film, and at the end each participant is given a free
New Testament. Pray that many in Paraguay will find Christ as a result.

27

27 August - Psalm 42:1-3
Through Bread of Life, providing a nutritious daily breakfast or snack and Bible
classes and materials, the Peruvian Bible Society has been able to bring
physical and spiritual help to more than 7,000 children. Give God thanks for
that work, now in its seventeenth year.

28

28 August - 2 Kings 19:17-19
Alongside seven partner agencies, the Philippine Bible Society is delivering
Bible-based Trauma Healing for Women. Please pray for local facilitators as they
go through the training course and for all women who will be taking part.

29

29 August - Matthew 6:9-13
Pray for Jen Robertson, Children’s Resources Manager, as she writes resources
to be used in an online setting helping children and young people to engage
with the Bible.

30

30 August - Matthew 7:7-8
Inspired by Bible 2020, the Bible Society of Portugal aims to launch InstaBible.
Please pray for this project where pupils in schools read and record the Bible
on video and share the videos with other young people via digital media.

31

31 August - Matthew 7:9-11
Remember the country of Puerto Rico today and the Bible Society working
there. Pray that staff will bring glory to God each day and that many more Puerto
Ricans will have their lives changed as they encounter the God of the Bible.

SUN
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September 2020

A woman in Mekane Yesus Church, Ethiopia. Songs in this church are in the people’s mother tongue,
Hadiyya, rather than in Amharic (the official language of Ethiopia).

1

1 September - Ephesians 1:18-21
September’s Bible-a-month project partner is the Bible Society of Ethiopia,
who is launching the Old Testament in Hadiyya. Praise God for the availability
and distribution of the whole Bible in that language for the first time.

2

2 September - Ephesians 3:14-19
An increase in the number of cancer cases in Romania prompted the Bible
Society there to reach out with a booklet called Healing Stories from the Bible.
Cancer support groups began in January, but due to lockdown, activities
slowed temporarily. Please pray for this ministry which now continues online.

3

3 September - Philippians 1:3-6
The purchase of a new van for Bible Distribution in Siberia is urgently needed
by the Bible Society in Russia. Please pray for the Lord to provide the funds
required — for without a van distribution may not be possible.

4

4 September - Philippians 1:9-11
Empowering Chaplains in the High Schools of Rwanda aims to provide chaplains
in local high schools with 4,200 Bibles every year for newly converted
students. Pray that young believers will grow strong in their relationship with
the Lord.

5

5 September - Philippians 4:4-7
Please remember the work of the Bible Society in Senegal, West Africa. Pray
for wisdom and sensitivity as they seek to serve God and provide his Word to
Christians there.

6

6 September - Philemon 1:4-6
Please pray for the Communications team who are preparing materials for
our 2021 Bible-a-month Calendar. Ask for God’s guidance and wisdom in this
process.

7

7 September - 1 Timothy 2:1-4
The Bible Society of Serbia is working on a Contemporary Translation of the
Old Testament. The current translation is 160 years old, so pray that the new
translation, in modern Serbian language, will impact a wider audience.

8

8 September - James 5:13-18
Many people here in Scotland are struggling with anxiety, loneliness,
hopelessness and fear. Pray that as they read God’s Word they will find the
‘peace that passes all understanding’ that only comes from God.

9

9 September - Psalm 116:1-6
The Bible Society in the Seychelles aims to provide theological students with
Scholarly Editions Grants. Pray that this will be of help to students in their
theology training by providing them with the necessary scholarly materials.
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10

10 September - Psalm 119:89-93
A series of Bible 2020 readings declaring the beauty and power of God’s
Word begins today. Thank God for his Word which is freely available to us.

11

11 September - Psalm 119:103-105
Translating the first New Testament into Sherbro is a project of the Bible
Society in Sierra Leone. During the first quarter of 2020, the work slowed
due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Please pray that a high quality and timely
translation will be delivered on schedule by 2026.

12

12 September - Psalm 119:129-131
Please pray for the Bible Society of Singapore as they work to promote the
Word of God in their country. Pray that lives will be changed and people grow
in faith as they hear God speak through the Bible.
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13

13 September - Psalm 119:147-149
Please pray that people will engage with the free Powerpoints and videos on
our Bibleworld Books website and find the resources that accompany them
useful. Pray that in doing so they will be drawn closer to Christ.

14

14 September - Isaiah 40:6-8
The Light of the Gospel for Schoolchildren supports the delivery of engaging
RE lessons by linking with professionals working in Slovakia’s schools and
providing Bibles, maps, and Bible study materials. Ask the Lord to bless the
Slovak Bible Society and the school children they are reaching.

15

15 September - Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Please pray for the Essentials email updates. Over 1,000 church leaders and
workers receive these updates. Pray that the Essentials emails are helpful in
supporting and encouraging the development of church life in Scotland.

16

16 September - Psalm 19:8
Ask the Lord to guide the Bible Society of Slovenia as they develop ways to
share the Bible using digital formats like video, podcasts and mobile apps. Pray
that communicating the Bible message in this way will reach new audiences.

17

17 September - Isaiah 55:10-11
The Bible Society in South Africa supplies free Bibles for Prisoners. Please
pray that through his Word the Lord would bring spiritual freedom and lasting
change to each inmate who receives a Bible.

18

18 September - Exodus 20:1-3
Praise God for the Bible Society in the South Pacific as they continue to help
deepen the spiritual lives of individuals and churches in the Eastern Pacific
Islands. Pray for the team of translators, reviewers and consultants as they
focus on Bible translation work and the provision of Scripture products.

19

19 September - Amos 8:11-12
The Bible Society in South Sudan is working on a revision of the Bible in the
Bari language. Please pray that when published this Bible might be a catalyst
for evangelism and church growth in South Sudan.

20

20 September - Nehemiah 8:9-10
The Asturian language is spoken in northern Spain. The Translation of the
Bible into Asturian is almost complete. Give thanks for the Bible Society of
Spain and their commitment to this work, begun in 1988.

21

21 September - Romans 10:16-18
Trauma Healing in Sri Lanka reaches out to people who are suffering.
An estimated 600,000 people there suffer from various types of abuse every
year. Pray for those attending the Bible-based life-changing programme run
by the Ceylon Bible Society.
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22

22 September - Matthew 7:24-27
The Uduk people live in the south west of Sudan, and the majority are
Christians. Please pray for the Bible Society in Sudan as they translate the
Scriptures and provide the Uduk First Bible for them.

23

23 September - Luke 8:11-15
With the date for Bible Sunday approaching, please pray that churches
across Scotland will participate and that many will join together to celebrate
the transformational impact of God’s Word.

24

24 September - John 14:23-24
The Suriname Bible Society is Bringing the Message of God’s hope and love to
Refugees in Suriname and Guyana. Please pray for the refugees, some are escaping
the unstable situation in Venezuela, while others are from Cuba and Haiti.

25

25 September - 2 Timothy 3:14-17
The Swiss Bible Society is providing for the needs of German-speaking
Orthodox Christians with a translation of the Bible in alignment with their
liturgical tradition. Give thanks for the Gospels, published in Switzerland over
a year ago, and ask the Lord to continue to guide that project.

26

26 September - 1 Thessalonians 2:13
Give thanks for the Sunday School Teachers Training organised by the Bible
Society in Syria last year. Pray for the 60 young leaders (mostly students) who
were trained to deliver the Word of God in new interactive ways. Pray that
children’s lives will be changed by the Gospel.

27

27 September - Hebrews 4:12-13
Pray for Taiwan. The Bible Society there is translating God’s Word into the
many indigenous languages of the country. Ask the Lord to grant wisdom and
understanding as the Bible is translated into local tribal languages.

28

28 September - James 1:22-25
The Bible Society of Tanzania is working to support people with disabilities and
change society’s attitudes towards them. Pray for that work to impact lives as
they provide access to God’s Word along with relevant training programmes.

29

29 September - 2 Timothy 2:1-2
The Thailand Bible Society provides Trauma Healing programmes to help people
experience restoration through God’s Word. Give thanks because the first group
this year was held before the COVID-19 pandemic worsened. Pray that God will
enable future groups to meet when it is safe and still beneficial to participants.

30

30 September - Matthew 25:35-36
Beginning with God’s covenants with Noah, Abraham and David, the next
group of Bible 2020 readings explore God’s mission to the world. Thank God
for his mission and his work in restoring us — his broken creation.
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A GLOBAL COMMUNITY
READING THE BIBLE ALOUD
Read & Pray daily readings are following Bible 2020 this year.
Download the App. Join the movement.

bible2020.org
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