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‘As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so
that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word
that goes out from my mouth; it will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’
Isaiah 55:10-11

Thank you so much for your continuing, faithful support as you pray for
Bible work around the world. We greatly appreciate your partnership in this
gospel work.
Christmas was different for most of us because of the necessary restrictions
due to the global pandemic. I trust you still managed to rejoice and
celebrate as we remembered the wonderful birth of Jesus our Saviour so
long ago. The message the angels brought about his birth changed people’s
lives forever. His birth changed the world forever.
As we face the dark months of January and February and await the arrival
of lighter nights and the buds of spring, we need to hold on to the hope
that Jesus continues to bring. Seasons of waiting can be difficult. Jesus has
promised to be with us in every moment and every circumstance. This is a
great truth upon which we can lean every day.
In the weeks ahead we will pray for those who are still waiting for a Bible in
their heart language and for those who are working in translation. We will
pray for children and young people receiving a gift of the Bible for the first
time. For those with impaired sight or unable to read, we will rejoice as they
receive audio Bibles.
These are the buds of hope that will fuel our prayers.

Elaine Duncan
Chief Executive

January 2021

In Moldova, distributing Bibles continued despite the pandemic.

1

1 January - John 1:1-5
Give God thanks for the way he directed the Scottish Bible Society during
2020. Give him praise for the way he enabled us to resource many churches
in Scotland during the pandemic. Please re-commit SBS and the other Bible
Societies around the world to God at the beginning of this New Year.

2

2 January - Genesis 1:1-4
The Bible-a-month partner this month is the Interconfessional Bible Society of
Moldova. Ask the Lord to bless their efforts as they mobilise an extensive
distribution project, providing Bibles for as many people as possible. Recent
distribution trips have been made to Chișinău, Moldova’s capital city, and Balti
in the north, delivering God’s Word via their mobile Bible bookshop.

3

3 January - Psalm 19:1-4
Please pray for increased access to God’s Word for people living in Guinea
Bissau. Give God thanks, as in recent years the Bible Society there has
established Bible depots in the two cities of Bissau and Gabu, to provide
storage and to help organise Scripture distribution.

4

4 January - Psalm 8:1-9
Please pray for the work of the Bible Society in Guinea Bissau. Pray for a
committee supervising Bible work throughout the country to become firmly
established and increasingly productive. Pray also for much-needed funds to
become available to sustain this Bible distribution project.
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5

5 January - Psalm 24:1-2
With our thoughts focussed on Guinea Bissau, the staff of the Bible Society
there ask us to pray for the political situation in their country. Democracy and
elections are very fragile, so pray that the situation will become more stable.

6

6 January - Psalm 33:6-9
The Crieff Fellowship meets today and yesterday. Pray for good fellowship,
and good discussion and debate for this group of evangelical church leaders,
even though the meeting is taking place virtually this year.

7

7 January - Job 9:4-8
Give thanks for all the families around Scotland who engaged with the
story of Christmas in Luke’s Gospel during December through our Christmas
Windows Resource. Pray that the truths they read and wondered about
would stay with them as 2021 begins.

8

8 January - Job 38:25-28
The Bible Society of Honduras aims to create a Family Bible, supplemented
by 500 pages of extra material for children. This material will help children
and their parents or grandparents to read the Bible together and talk about it.
Please pray that the Word of God would be a guide to families in that country.

9

9 January - Isaiah 40:25-26
Due to COVID-19, work on the Hungarian Sign Language New Testament
has slowed. At the end of 2020, the team from the Hungarian Bible Society
had to work separately on the scripts, and these can only be recorded when
restrictions are lifted. Please pray for the progress of this project and for the
team in Hungary.

10

10 January - Isaiah 45:8
Bread of Life is an initiative of the Bible Society of Venezuela which provides local
children with a meal and the Word of God. Please pray that many would benefit
physically from the nutritious meal offered, and respond positively to the Gospel.

11

11 January - Psalm 93:1-5
Please pray for the Communications team at SBS as we plan for the Spring
edition of Transform magazine. Pray that we will compile articles that can
inspire others and capture the essence of our work as an organisation.

12

12 January - Psalm 65:8
Elaine Duncan is speaking to the students of Strathclyde University Christian
Union, online, this evening. Pray that the students will be encouraged and
challenged by Elaine’s message.

13

13 January - Psalm 65:9-13
Together with local churches, the Bible Society in Iraq provides Scriptures and
basic relief items for Christian families living in Baghdad. The city remains
unstable with regular terror attacks, and believers are often threatened.
Pray that the Lord will be with those living in difficult and dangerous situations.
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14

14 January - Psalm 104:5-9
Last year the Bible Society in the Gulf planned to distribute 10,500 New
Testaments amongst migrant workers. Sadly, lack of funds and the lockdown
imposed by COVID-19 meant that only half that number were delivered.
Please pray for Christians living in this part of the world.

15

15 January - Psalm 104:13-15
The Bible Society in Israel aims to make the Word of God available to thousands of refugees and migrant workers arriving in that country. Remember all
those contacted by this ministry which also provides essential supplies, prayer,
guidance and emotional support.

16

16 January - Psalm 148:1-6
The Japan Bible Society continues to work remotely on the Bible Translation into
Japanese Sign Language. Give thanks for progress, despite various difficulties
and sometimes unstable internet connections. Pray that the deaf community in
Japan will soon receive a Bible which speaks directly to them.

17

17 January - Psalm 113:3-9
Through the Children of God programme, the Bible Society in Jordan reaches
out to children from different cities. Pray that this will draw young people closer
to the Church and ultimately to Jesus, as they engage with the word of God.

18

18 January - 1 Chronicles 16:23-27
Give thanks that Bible-based Trauma Healing groups have continued online
throughout the pandemic. Pray that people will find healing as they find help
and encouragement in God’s Word.

19

19 January - Psalm 148:7-13
Please pray for church leaders in Kenya. In some regions, only one in five
Pastors have a complete Bible. Pray that the provision of 1,800 Swahili Study
Bibles by the Bible Society of Kenya will be a much-needed encouragement.

20

20 January - Nehemiah 9:6
Please pray for the children of Kyrgyzstan as the Bible Society there
provides Bible engagement resources for them. Pray that God will use the
2000 copies of Make Your Own Children’s Bible albums which have recently
been distributed.

21

21 January - Job 5:9-16
Reading the Bible is crucial for the maturity and growth of any Christian,
but a Study Bible can help open the Scriptures even more to those who are
thirsty. Pray for the many Bible Societies across the world currently working
on new Study Bibles in a variety of different languages.

22

22 January - Isaiah 46:9-10
Please pray for the work continuing on a new website for the Latvian Bible
Society. Pray that the functionality of the website will be improved and that
new viewers will engage with the site.
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23

23 January - Jeremiah 10:6-7
The Bible Society in Lebanon’s Centre and Bookshop were both damaged
by the Beirut explosion of August 4th, 2020. Pray that funding will continue
so that damaged equipment can be fully repaired or replaced.

24

24 January - Deuteronomy 4:37-39
Praise God that almost 5,000 copies of the Scriptures have been given out
to families whose homes were damaged by the explosion last August in
Beirut. Please continue to pray with the Bible Society of Lebanon for all
those who lost loved ones or who are still recovering from injuries.

25

25 January - Acts 17:24-27
Please pray for the team from the Bible Society of Lesotho as they record
forty Oral Bible stories from the Old and New Testaments in the SiPhuthi
language. Praise God with them, as recording resumed in August 2020,
after a break due to COVID-19.

26

26 January - Psalm 139:14-16
Pray for the Essential Christian Board, of which Elaine Duncan is a member,
as it meets online. Pray for good discussion and wisdom as they consider the
various activities Essential Christian is responsible for — like Spring Harvest.

27

27 January - Psalm 145:3-6
Give thanks for Living Pictures, a competition for school pupils in Lithuania
which involves creating a picture interpreting a passage from the Bible.
Give thanks with the Bible Society of Lithuania, as many entries show how
youngsters have been touched by God’s Word.
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28

28 January - Psalm 145:8-13
The Bible Society of the Republic of Macedonia supports teachers in their
task of teaching Ethics in Religion. Pray that through the provision of quality
Bible resources, pupils will understand the Bible in a better way.

29

29 January - Psalm 145:14-18
The Malagasy Bible Society works with illiterate adults to teach reading and
writing skills in Madagascar. Each participant receives their own Bible at
the end of their course. Please pray that every graduate will experience a
life-changing encounter with the Lord Jesus through this gift.

30

30 January - Psalm 86:15-17
Remember the Stepping Stone Project through which the Bible Society of
Malawi seeks to disciple young people. Pray that through it, young people
will grow spiritually and recognize their role in the body of Christ.

31

31 January - Micah 7:18-20
The Bible Society of Malaysia works to make Hebrew and Greek Scripture Texts
available in Seminary libraries all over that country. Pray that students of
theology will become fully equipped teachers of the Word as a result.
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February 2021

A new Christian from Iran reading their New Testament.

1

1 February - Deuteronomy 33:26-28
February’s Bible-a-month project partner focuses on the Iranian Diaspora.
The Bible Society aims to serve the growing number of refugees from Iran
around the world. Pray for safety for those who will be delivering the Bibles
into the hands of Iranian Christians, and pray that those receiving Bibles will
be encouraged, grow in faith, and look to God for all they need.

2

2 February - Isaiah 6:1-3
The Bible Society of Uganda has the vision to build a new office in Kampala.
Pray for the provision of funds to enable construction to begin, and pray that,
when complete, the new building will be a vital resource for Bible work in
that country.

3

3 February - Deuteronomy 7:9
Pray for the Bible Society of Mauritius, that they will see their current Bible
translation plan realised. Pray that people in Mauritius, Rodrigues and
Agaléga will soon have the Word of God in their own heart languages.

4

4 February - Ezekiel 34:15-16
He Sent His Word and Healed Them is run by the Bible Society of Mexico.
Pray that through this project, churches will be empowered to be a voice of
Hope, and pray that through the Scriptures many will experience hope and
restoration during the pandemic.

5

5 February - John 1:16-18
Give thanks for the work of the Micronesia Partnership. They provide Bibles
at a subsidised price to ensure they are affordable to everyone throughout
the remote islands of the western Pacific Ocean.

6

6 February - 1 John 4:13-16
The Bible for Everyone in Moldova is a project of the Interconfessional Bible
Society of Moldova. Please commit their recent work to the Lord. One focus
has been providing a Children’s Bible in the Romanian language.

7

7 February - 1 John 1:5-7
In the past, missionaries printed some books of the Bible in Braille in Mongolia.
Give thanks that the Mongolian Union Bible Society has access to a braille print
machine and is committed to providing the entire Scriptures in Braille.

8

8 February - James 1:16-17
Cyclone Idai hit Central Mozambique in 2019. The capital, Beira City, was
badly affected and the Bible Society depot was also damaged. Please pray
that building repair work and the replenishment of resources will allow the
Bible Society there to continue their mission.

9

9 February - Psalm 27:4-5
In Myanmar, the Bible Society runs a literacy program for the Sgaw Karen, and
Asho Chin ethnic groups and Myanmar native speakers. Praise the Lord for the
5,200 New Testaments that were distributed there recently.
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10

10 February - John 3:16-17
The Ovahimba people live a semi-nomadic life, following grazing and water
for their cattle in rural Namibia. Pray for them as the Bible Society there
works to provide an Oral Bible Translation for them which will enable this
group to encounter God through his Word.

11

11 February - Psalm 36:6-10
The Nepal Bible Society is working on the New Revised Version of the Nepali
Bible, to improve linguistic features and correct translational errors. Give God
thanks for the expert team of revisers who are contributing to this project.

12

12 February - Song of Songs 2:4
The Bible Society in Netherlands, Antilles and Aruba need our prayers as they
implement plans to develop a more sustained Scripture ministry in Aruba. Pray
that the Lord will guide the recruitment of a coordinator to help in this work.

13

13 February - Psalm 136:1-3
Pray for the Bible Society of Nicaragua and the Finca Misionera Bautista Bethel
Church. Together they are seeking to equip church leaders and congregations
to deepen in their understanding of God’s Word.

14

14 February - Lamentations 3:22-24
In Qatar, Scripture importation is a long and complicated process. Moreover,
church gatherings are not currently allowed because of COVID-19, which
makes Bible Society work extremely difficult. Please pray for this situation.
Pray for the staff team who serve in this area of the world. Pray that they can
encourage Christians living there — despite the religious restrictions.

15

15 February - Jeremiah 31:3-4
The Indonesian Bible Society is working to Make the Bible available in the Mori
language. Mori is spoken in the Central Sulawesi area of Indonesia. A team of
20 native speakers are involved directly in this project. Ask the Lord to help
them in their work and grant them good health during the ongoing pandemic.

16

16 February - Ephesians 2:4-5
Translation of the Bible into the Dan language by 2023 is one of the goals of
the Bible Society in Liberia. Please pray for the safety of the translation team
and protection from COVID-19.

17

17 February - 1 John 4:7-12
The Bible Society in Mali is working to offer Catholic and Protestant Churches
their first study Bibles in the Bamanan language. Pray that through these new
Bibles, believers’ knowledge of God will increase and their faith grow stronger.

18

18 February - Romans 5:6-8
Give God thanks along with the Bible Society of Egypt. Their newest bookshop is located in the city centre of Hurghada, a key international resort near
the Red Sea, with a large population of Egyptian Christians living and working
there. Ask the Lord to help them in promoting the Scriptures effectively.

19

19 February - John 13:34-35
In Haiti, the price of a Bible is higher than the daily minimum wage of a worker,
so many people can’t afford one. Thank God for Equipping the Churches, a
distribution project run by the Haitian Bible Society to address Bible poverty.
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20

20 February - Romans 8:38-39
Pray for the development of our Dear Theo resources for use in an online
or socially distanced context. Pray that these resources would help many
young people engage with the Bible and meet with Jesus.

21

21 February - 1 John 3:1-2
In Kazakhstan, the aim of the Make your own Children’s Bible Calendar is
to introduce children to the knowledge of God and his love through Bible
stories. Pray that the project will get off to a good start, as the calendar is
printed and distributed via churches and other partners.

22

22 February - 1 John 3:16-18
As we continue to plan and facilitate Bible-based Trauma Healing training
courses online, give thanks for the many people who are taking up the
courses and using this resource in their own communities and churches.

23

23 February - Leviticus 19:18
Pray for the 500 church leaders receiving training from the Bible Society
in Nigeria on a variety of relevant topics to equip them for the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond. Preachers’ Bibles will also be distributed to help
pastors with their sermon preparation.

24

24 February - Ephesians 5:1-2
One of the goals of the Pakistan Bible Society is to produce a Revised Edition
of the Punjabi New Testament. Please ask the Lord to give the translation team
the wisdom, expertise and diligence needed to complete this task.

25

25 February - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Rescuing High-Risk Children in Red Zones gives youngsters living in the
disadvantaged communities of Panama an introduction to Christian values
through Bible teaching and activities. Pray that, through this project, the
Lord will bring about lasting change.

26

26 February - Romans 13:8-10
Tok Pisin is the most widely spoken language in Papua New Guinea. Give
thanks for the highly qualified team working on the Tok Pisin Bible Revision
and pray for the hearts of many people to be touched through its message.

27

27 February - Matthew 5:43-45
The Life of Jesus! is run by the Paraguayan Bible Society. It reaches Sunday
School children, with age-appropriate material to tell them the story of Jesus.
Pray that, as a result, young people in Paraguay will discover what it really
means to follow Christ.

28

28 Februray - Matthew 22:34-40
Share Hope, Give a Bible, encourages Christians in Peru to share God’s Word
with their friends. Pray that through this, many facing health concerns due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, will be reached and experience new life and hope.
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March 2021

School children in a classroom, Romania.

1

1 March - Colossians 1:15-20
Religious education has been re-introduced in Romania’s schools but is
supported with few and often inadequate materials. The Bible Adventure
Programme from the Interconfessional Bible Society of Romania is an exciting
and interactive way to discover God’s Word. Please pray that many school
children will be inspired to discover more of the Bible through this adventure!

2

2 March - John 1:14
The United Bible Societies Executive Board meets this week. Pray for Elaine
Duncan as she chairs the meeting. Pray for good fellowship, and grace and
unity in the discussions.

3

3 March - Hebrews 1:1-3
Give thanks for the work of Bible-based Trauma Healing, not just here in
Scotland, but around the world. Pray that God’s Word will make an impact
on many lives, bringing healing, hope, forgiveness and restoration.

4

4 March - 1 John 1:1-3
The Philippine Bible Society helps believers grow in their faith via Bible Listening
Groups in the Philippines. During the pandemic, people began to meet in ‘Home
Quarantine Bible Listening Groups’ and ‘Bible Watching Groups’. Give thanks for
a renewed hunger for God’s Word during this difficult time.

5

5 March - 2 Peter 1:16-18
Pray for the National Ministries team at SBS, as we produce resources that
can be used by churches in the summer with children and families this year.
Pray that God will give us wisdom and creativity.

6

6 March - Mark 1:9-11
Through the new Family Bible, the Bible Society of Portugal hopes to engage
whole families with the Bible. The book contains reading plans, activities and
illustrations alongside the words of Scripture. Pray that this publication will
impact many lives in Guinea-Bissau, São Tomé and Príncipe, and Cabo Verde.

7

7 March - Malachi 3:1
The Interconfessional Bible Society of Romania is reaching out to children
with Downs Syndrome and their families through a programme of drama,
Bible activities and seminars. Pray that every participant will grow in grace
and confidence as they realise their unique place in God’s family.

8

8 March - Luke 4:16-21
The Bible Society in Russia is nearing the completion of Bible translations
in several different languages — one such is the Old Testament in the Yakut
language. Please pray for the successful completion of the First Yakut Bible.

9

9 March - Mark 1:29-34
The Bible Society of Rwanda supplies Bibles for youth in detention centres and
juvenile prisons. Please pray for the many young people who have lost their
way in life. Pray that they will encounter Jesus as they hear the Bible’s message.

10

10 March - Luke 5:4-11
Please pray for students of theology in Senegal. The Bible Society there
works to provide Bible Schools with Texts in Hebrew and Greek. Pray that
these texts will greatly benefit the students, not only in their studies but also
in their ministries.

11

11 March - Luke 5:29-32
Literacy for Romani Youth in Serbia is run by the Bible Society in Serbia. Pray
that the literacy school, held once a week in the town of Leskovac will help
many young people to discover Jesus as they improve their reading skills.

12

12 March - John 8:12
The Kono people live in the eastern hill country of Sierra Leone. Pray that the
first Bible in the Kono language will be published on time, by December 2021,
and pray that the Kono people would begin to see the connection between its
message and their lives.

13

13 March - John 6:35
In Slovakia, the Bible Society is printing the Bible in large print, book by book.
Pray with them as they provide God’s Word for people with visual disabilities.
Pray that these books will be an encouragement to all who read them.
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14

14 March - John 10:7-10
The COVID-19 pandemic made regular sales almost impossible for the Bible
Society of Slovenia. Praise God that, due to increased online sales, their
work has continued.

15

15 March - John 10:14-17
As part of the Bible Society of South Africa’s bicentennial celebrations,
2 million Bibles and 2 million sets of literacy materials will be made available
to the Christian community in South Africa in all the 11 official languages.
Pray that the Lord will use every resource and to bring people to himself.

16

16 March - Luke 9:18-22
Young people in the Pacific lack Bible materials that are specifically created for
them. Please pray that through Kingdom Kids, the Bible Society in the South
Pacific can provide relevant resources to be distributed to this age group.

17

17 March - Matthew 17:1-5
Please pray for the Bible Society in South Sudan as they are now in their
fifth year of operating. Pray for God-given help and wisdom as they develop
a suitable accounting system, increase capacity, and seek advice from more
established Bible Societies.

18

18 March - Hebrews 4:14-16
The Scottish Bible Society Board meets online today for the first of its 2021
quarterly meetings. Give thanks for the time and commitment the Trustees
give to the Society and for the expertise they each bring to the Board.

19

19 March - Hebrews 12:1-3
Through Braille Bibles for Sri Lanka, the Ceylon Bible Society aim to touch the
lives of people with visual disabilities in Sri Lanka. Please pray that the Braille
Bibles will be well-received in individual homes, churches and Blind Schools.

20

20 March - Philippians 2:5-11
The Bible Society in Sudan is working on a translation of the Otoro First Bible. This
is an important milestone for the 5,000,000 strong Otoro community. Pray that
many will soon have the joy of understanding God’s Word in their mother tongue.

21

21 March - Psalm 97:1-6
Many Venezuelans, Cubans and Haitians have left their countries in search
of a better life, and now live in Suriname and Guyana. Here the Suriname
Bible Society invites them to a meal where they receive a welcome pack
of toiletries, provisions and a Bible. Pray that these gifts will be well-used,
especially the Bibles.

22

22 March - Psalm 95:1-6
The Bible Society in Syria seeks to provide training in conflict resolution
along with a Bible-based booklet covering examples of reconciliation and
forgiveness found in Scripture. Pray that God will be pleased to use these
resources to bring peace and transformation into lives.
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23

23 March - Psalm 72:11-14
Please pray for the team taking part in the aboriginal translation project run
by the Bible Society in Taiwan. This project has been going since 2017, so
pray for continuing God-given wisdom for the task. Pray, also, that God will
richly bless staff for their dedication.

24

24 March - Mark 1:14-15
Pray for those living with visual impairment and discrimination in Tanzania.
Pray that the Scripture-based materials and practical advice on health and
life skills, from the Bible Society of Tanzania might be of real help to them.

25

25 March - Matthew 4:23-24
Transforming Scotland meets today. Give thanks for the church leaders who
will gather to discuss current issues facing the church in Scotland.

26

26 March - Matthew 5:3-10
Pray for the Scriptures in Thai Sign Language project and the Thailand Bible
Society. Translation work paused temporarily due to COVID-19. Pray that
there will be continued progress from this point and that the books of
Genesis and Esther will be finalised by the end of 2021.

27

27 March - Matthew 13:44-46
The Bible Society of Togo brings the Good News to local people via a network
of listening groups and the Faith Comes by Hearing programme. Please pray that
the goal of creating 300 new groups across the country might be realised.

28

28 March - Mark 10:23-27
The Bible Society in Turkey is promoting the Bible via a series of adverts in
Turkish newspapers and across social media. Pray that God will bless the
people who respond to the adverts and connect with a new dynamic website.
Here they can access the Bible without fear, in the privacy of their own home.

29

29 March - Luke 18:15-17
Remember Look for Mercy, a project aimed at sharing God’s Word with orphans
and juvenile offenders in Ukraine. Pray that the Scriptures will become a source
of hope and light to these children in the difficult circumstances they face.

30

30 March - Mark 12:28-34
Through Word of Hope to Crisis Families, the Ukrainian Bible Society reaches
out to children and their families who are facing all kinds of challenges in
Ukraine. Please pray for increasing numbers of volunteers to be found to
work with this project.

31

31 March - John 3:1-3
Through New Horizons, the Bible Society of Uruguay travels all over the
country by van reaching rural areas and remote towns, where it is difficult for
people to acquire a Bible. Please pray for safety in travel, and for the many
people who gratefully receive the Scriptures.
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Millions of people around the world
long to have a copy of the Bible in
their own language.
Join our Bible-a-month Partnership, and
from just £5 a month you will be helping
people form all around the world encounter
Jesus for the first time, as you support
global Bible distribution projects.
Commit to give each month and we will send you a
free calendar, with photographs, information and
prayer points for each international Bible project
you will be supporting.

Start 2021 as a Bible-a-month Partner

www.bible.scot/bible-a-month

LIFE TRANSFORMED THROUGH THE BIBLE

The Scottish Bible Society seeks, under God, to
put the Bible into people’s hands and hearts.
We work so that all people can have the Bible in a language
they understand, a form they can access, and at an
affordable price, to aid genuine encounters with God.
Our vision is to see lives transformed through the Bible.

7 Hampton Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 5XU
Telephone: 0131 337 9701, Email: info@scottishbiblesociety.org
scottishbiblesociety.org
A company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland No. 238687 - registered office as above.
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