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‘As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so
that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word
that goes out from my mouth; it will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’
Isaiah 55:10-11

This edition of Read and Pray begins on the Thursday of Holy Week, the day
when we traditionally remember Jesus washing his disciples’ feet during his last
meal with them. Remembering the events of Holy Week before the celebration
of Easter Sunday is helpful. Taking time to ponder all that Jesus went through
leading up to his crucifixion enables us to appreciate more fully what it cost
Jesus to be our Saviour.
Hearing again what he taught his disciples during that meal together is both
moving and challenging. John gives us the fullest account of the conversation
(in John chapters 13-17). What a lot for the disciples to take in! There was talk
of betrayal, denial, desertion and death. But there was also talk of love,
of serving one another, of unity and of joy replacing grief. It could almost be
said that every human emotion was acknowledged as Jesus prepared to die in
our place.
As we pray for Bible ministry over the following weeks, let us do so with
confidence. We have a sympathetic Saviour who understands us and the
situations we bring to him. Yes, he died and was buried… then, as he promised,
he came back to life and lives forever. Alleluia, what a Saviour!
Thank you for standing with us in prayer.

Elaine Duncan
Chief Executive

April 2021

Believers in China are grateful to receive their very own copy of God’s Word.

1

1 April - Luke 23:13-21
The Bible-a-month partner for April is the United Bible Societies China
Partnership. Give God thanks that since 1987, over 80 million Bibles have been
printed and distributed across China from the Amity Printing Press in Nanjing.
Pray that, as God’s Word is read, believers will be nurtured and faith will grow.
Pray that permission to print Bibles may continue to be given.

2

2 April - GOOD FRIDAY - Mark 15:33-37
Remember all churches in Scotland conducting Good Friday services online
today. Please pray that as we focus on his death, Jesus’ sacrifice for sinners will
touch our hearts afresh and fill us with love and gratitude.

3

3 April - Matthew 27:57-61
Pray for families as they use the SBS resource Wonder Walks, through Lent and
Easter. Each route map gives families verses from Mark, talking points, ideas for
prayer and activities to do as they walk together. Pray that adults and children
will encounter Jesus this Easter.
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4

4 April - EASTER SUNDAY - Matthew 28:1-6
As we rejoice today that Christ Jesus rose from the dead, pray that our
thankfulness will move us to worship, and our worship will result in our hearts
filling with love and devotion for him. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

5

5 April - Luke 24:9-12
Give thanks for the United Bible Societies Day of Prayer, taking place today. Pray
that the Holy Spirit will lead the different Bible Societies taking part, during the
four prayer meetings, across different time zones and language groups.

6

6 April - John 20:19-20
Work continues on the First New Testament in the Pemon language. Pray for this
translation, and for the United Bible Societies in Venezuela as they labour. Pray
that the audio version of the New Testament, due to launch in 2024, may bring
the light of the Gospel to the 40% of Pemon speakers who are not yet literate.

7

7 April - John 20:26-29
Pray for the translation team from Bible Society Vietnam working on the Black
Hmong First Bible. At the time of writing, the New Testament is nearing
completion. Due to a new attack of the virus at New Year, all the consultancy
and community checking meetings had to be postponed. Please pray for a safe
way forward in this situation, and for the New Testament to be published soon.

8

8 April - 1 Corinthians 15:3-6
Pray for Neil, Fiona and Jen, our Outspoken Bible podcast team. The podcast
provides an engaging and thoughtful discussion for people to listen to. Pray that
it may cause listeners to have a deeper appreciation of the Bible’s message.

9

9 April - Isaiah 53:1-3
The Bible Society of the West Indies is in a critical position as a result of the
current pandemic. Please pray that funds might be provided urgently for them.
Pray especially for Bible Society staff, some of whom are working only 2 weeks
per month to minimise expenditure.
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10

10 April - 1 Corinthians 1:18
Please pray for church groups meeting online during the current restrictions and
using SBS Equip resources for Bible study together. Pray that the resources will
bring understanding and growth in individual lives.

11

11 April - Isaiah 53:4-6
Elaine Duncan is speaking at Moodiesburn Church in Glasgow. Give thanks for
the technology that allows our speaking engagements to continue online.

12

12 April - Colossians 2:13-15
My Fingers, My Eyes provides Braille Bibles for the visually impaired. A reading
room has also been set up in the Bible Society office in Zimbabwe where
anyone can access the Word of God in Braille. Pray that this initiative will go
some way to reaching people with impaired vision for Christ.
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13

13 April - Isaiah 53:7-8
Later this year SBS will publish a new book for teenagers, Joseph and the
Triumph of Grace. Please pray for illustrator Jason Ramasami, as he works on
some engaging artwork to bring the book to life.

14

14 April - 1 Peter 2:23-25
Staff at the Bible Society in Algeria ask us to pray for those who have been
badly impacted by the pandemic. Unemployment has increased significantly and
many people have lost their jobs and income. Public transport, something
which many Algerians rely on, is still very limited, and, at the time of writing,
20 regions are still under curfew.

15

15 April - Romans 4:25
Bible Society staff in Algeria ask us to pray that the New Constitution, in force
there since 1st January, won’t make circumstances more difficult for Christians.
The article ensuring freedom of religion was removed from it. Pray that
believers in that country will experience God’s peace.

16

16 April - Isaiah 53:10
We give thanks that Bible 2020 was an encouraging project both in Scotland
and around the world last year. As we continue to read together into 2021,
pray for all those engaging with the Bible via the smartphone app.

17

17 April - John 13:34-35
Give thanks for Galilee, the Ministry Centre of the Arab Israeli Bible Society.
Pray that it will remain a place where Arab Israeli Christians will have greater
access to Scriptures and links with churches will be strenthened.

18

18 April - 1 John 3:16-18
Pray for teenagers in Argentina who will receive a New Testament from the Bible
Society there. Pray especially for those who will read the Bible for the first time.

19

19 April - 1 John 4:7-12
Please pray for our Advanced Traning Course in Bible-based Trauma Healing.
The course will be online with facilitators who have already led groups in their
own communities. Pray for encouragement as they share and learn together.

20

20 April - Leviticus 19:18
As a result of the Nagorno-Karabakh War (in 2020) tens of thousands of
women, children and elderly people have been displaced. Many now live in
temporary accommodation centres in Armenia as they have lost their homes
and belongings. Ask God to minister to them via Bible-based Trauma Healing
courses offered by the Bible Society there.

21

21 April - Ephesians 5:1-2
Praise God for the ministry of Bible Society Australia and the continuing work
on the Pitjantjatjara Old Testament Translation Project in the midst of COVID-19.
Pray that translation work will be just as productive when it is conducted online.
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22

22 April - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Scriptures for Refugees is an initiative run by the Austrian Bible Society. Please
pray for the many bilingual New Testaments in Farsi and German, Farsi and
English... French... Arabic... Russian and Dari which are being given out around
refugee camps and detention centres in Austria.

23

23 April - Romans 13:8-10
Like the Bible Society in Armenia, the Bible Society in Azerbaijan is reaching out
with God’s Word to those affected by the devastating war in NagornoKarabakh. Pray that, along with Scripture, God will use a team of professional
psychologists to minister to families in Azerbaijan and bring healing.

24

24 April - Matthew 5:43-45
Please continue to pray for the team working on the Nyanja New Testament
in Zambia. Give thanks also for the Nyanja dominated regions of the country
where the church is already growing.

25

25 April - Matthew 22:34-40
Please pray for the staff working on the Kabyle Bible Translation Project in
Algeria. The team has been badly hit by the pandemic and they ask for prayer.

26

26 April - Isaiah 59:1-4
Praise God that 142 new Faith Comes by Hearing listening groups were set up
in Benin during the last quarter of 2020. Please pray with the Bible Society of
Benin that God’s Word will become rooted in the hearts of believers and faith in
Christ will grow.

27

27 April - Isaiah 64:6-9
From the Hand of Jesus involved the distribution of Bible story and colouring
books for children in Bolivia. Thankfully, it was possible to deliver these to
doorsteps in the cities of Oruro and Potosi. Please continue to pray with the
Bolivian Bible Society for the families who received these resources.

28

28 April - Joel 2:12-13
The Bible Society in Botswana continues to provide Bibles for the Army and
the Police force. Many officers are exposed to traumatic situations in the line
of duty. Please pray that the Bibles will be not only well received, but also well
read and give much-needed encouragement.

29

29 April - Jeremiah 31:33-34
The Bible Society of Brazil runs Studying with the Bible: Fostering Values in Schools.
Please pray that through the programme, God will challenge pupils to respond to
Biblical values, and play their part in creating peaceful school communities.

30

30 April - Psalm 51:1-4
10 Must Know Bible Stories is a partner organisation of SBS, working to provide
Bible-based educational resources in Scotland. Please pray for teachers as they
use these, whether they are teaching in a classroom or online.
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May 2021

A Faith Comes by Hearing group gather in the shade to listen to their Proclaimer Audio Bible, in Ethiopia.

1

1 May - Romans 3:21-24
The Bible-a-month partner during May is the Bible Society of Ethiopia. Through
the Faith Comes by Hearing programme, they reach out to church attendees,
the majority of whom are illiterate, with audio Bibles. Pray that these recorded
Bibles will help many to hear and grow in God’s Word.

2

2 May - Titus 3:3-7
The Bible Society of Burkina Faso had to delay their Bible-based Trauma Healing
programme due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Please remember any children who
are living with deep emotional and spiritual injuries, as the project is crucial for
them, and pray that God will make a way to resume that ministry soon.

3

3 May - Romans 8:1-2
Give thanks for Bible-based Trauma Healing groups happening in Scotland. Many
people have struggled with loss and anxiety over the last year. Pray that, as they
read God’s Word, they will see how relevant it is, and will find hope and peace.

4

4 May - Hebrews 10:19-23
Learning Through Listening is run by the Bible Society in Cambodia. 500 literacy
classes are offered per year through local churches. Pray that these classes will
be life-changing in every respect, and that the New Testaments given on
completion of the course will be well read.
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5

5 May - Job 1:8-11
Remember the ongoing work of translating the Bible into the Fe’fe’ language,
spoken in Cameroon. Please pray that God will provide a National Translation
Consultant to help to complete the next stage of the work.

6

6 May - Job 2:11-13
Give thanks for churches who have used Bags of Discovery, Christmas Windows,
and Wonder Walks to equip families in their communities to engage with the
Bible. Pray that God will continue to speak to these families through his Word.

7

7 May - Job 9:32-35
The Hong Kong Bible Society aims to promote the Revised Chinese Union Version
of the Bible to new audiences. Pray that the RCUV Bible will reach increasing
numbers of Chinese people and lead them into the Kingdom of God.

8

8 May - Job 13:15-22
Remember the China Partnership as they work to make Braille and Audio Bibles
available to people who suffer from a visual disability. Pray for those who have
no access to God’s Word and ask that their spiritual needs will soon be met.

9

9 May - Job 15:1-13
Please pray for vulnerable communities in Columbia and the Columbian Bible
Society who are delivering masks and hygiene products along with Bibles to
people living in those places. Pray that the Bibles will be well received and read
and give people hope to move forward in the midst of the pandemic.

10

10 May - Job 38:1-11
Pray for the Bible Society of the Democratic Republic of Congo as they partner
in the Faith Comes by Hearing programme there. Pray that as people’s knowledge
of the Bible increases, faith will also grow.

11

11 May - Job 42:1-10
The Good Samaritan Project helps churches in the Republic of Congo to minister
to those suffering with HIV/AIDS. Assisted by the Bible Society of Congo, they
provide Bible teaching and encourage responsible lifestyles. Pray that, as practical
support is offered to individual sufferers, many will come to faith in Christ.

12

12 May - Psalm 23:1-6
Pray for staff at the Bible Society in Georgia as they develop a new website
which includes adding new features such as sales and delivery and a simple way
to donate to projects. Pray that the finished site will not only look great but also
be easy to navigate and inform new audiences about Bible work.

13

13 May - Psalm 98:4-7
The Bible Society of Costa Rica is Helping the Churches to Teach the Bible, by
providing Church leadership with practical training. Please pray that through this,
ministers will be able to understand and intepret the Bible accurately and have
wisdom and sensitivity when applying Bible teaching to contemporary issues.

S AT

SUN

14

14 May - Psalm 66:1-5
Elaine Duncan is attending a Board meeting of Biblica Europe today. Give thanks
for the work of Biblica, and pray for wisdom as they discuss todays agenda.

15

15 May - Psalm 33:1-5
Give thanks for See and Believe, which will provide the first Bible in Croatian
Sign Language. Not only will this Bible be accessible to those with hearing loss,
but it can also be used in evangelism among the Deaf communities of Croatia
and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Please pray for the Croatian Bible Society as they
navigate the early stages of this project.

16

16 May - Psalm 96:7-10
Pray for the Cuban Bible Commission. Pray that their vision to have a dedicated
printing plant to publish Bible materials, and in particular New Reader portions,
will soon be realised. Pray that through this new facility, the work of the Church
will be strengthened and the Gospel will spread across Cuba.

17

17 May - Psalm 47:6-9
Pray for the SBS Communications team as they prepare Bible resources on the
theme of Grace for churches, individuals and families to use over summer 2021.

18

18 May - Psalm 105:1-4
This summer SBS will publish a new book for teenagers, Joseph and the Triumph
of Grace. Please pray for funding for a series of animated films to complement
the Bible resources being produced.

19

19 May - Psalm 100:1-5
Please pray for the Bible Society in the East Carribean. In particular, pray for
young people in Barbados attending the Gallery of Students’ Heroes —
a programme designed to inspire them to achieve great things while putting
God at the centre of their lives.

20

20 May - Psalm 103:1-6
The IllumiNations gathering will take place this weekend. Organised by Bible
agencies to encourage major donors to engage with Bible translation, please
pray that many will want to become more involved in this aspect of our work.

21

21 May - Psalm 65:1-4
Give thanks with staff at the Bible Society of Egypt for the Advanced Bible
Reading Plan App (similar to the Bible 2020 App). Pray for God’s guidance, as the
app is developed further. And pray that it will serve to encourage a growing
audience to read and listen to the Bible, alongside a daily reflection.

22

22 May - Psalm 150:1-6
Remember the Bible Society of El Salvador as they work on a new project for
teenagers. With partner organisation Lider, they propose to design a series of
14 lessons based on the topic of Personal Development, using the Bible. Pray
for the Lord to guide staff as they plan and write the material.
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23

23 May - Zechariah 4:6
Pray for the Estonian Bible Society. Pray that God will use them powerfully as
they deliver a 10 minute message, Bible on the World, on two Christian radio
stations every week. Praise God these programmes have around 30,000 listeners.

24

24 May - John 15:26-27
Elaine Duncan is attending a meeting of the Essential Christian Board today.
Give thanks for the time and commitment the Board members give as they
support the work of this organisation.

25

25 May - John 16:7
Staff at the Bible Society of Ethiopia expect the new Amharic Study Bible to
bring about profound change in the readers’ ability to understand the Word of
God. Please pray for the ongoing work on this version of the Bible, that it will be
completed accurately and as quickly as possible.

26

26 May - Acts 1:4-5
The First French Family Bible is published by the French Bible Society. Please
remember the families this book will impact, and pray that this Bible will facilitate
conversations about God and faith sharing between parents and children.

27

27 May - Acts 2:1-8
Yinzébi is a language which is spoken in five regions of Gabon. There are about
887,000 Yinzébi speakers. The need for a complete version of the Bible in this
language has been increasingly felt. Please pray for perseverance for the team
from the Bible Society in Gabon as this translation project nears completion.

28

28 May - Acts 2:14-17
Joseph and the Triumph of Grace is a new illustrated book for teenagers. Please
pray for Jen Robertson our Children’s Resources Manager as she writes Bible
engagement resources for churches and families.

29

29 May - Acts 2:18-21
In Zimbabwe the Bible Society ministers to mothers and children living with
disability. Pray that many mums will benefit from the workshops offered by the
Bible Society, and discover better ways to support a child with special needs.

30

30 May - Acts 2:32-33
Thank God for the Okun First Bible Project and the Bible Society of Nigeria.
Progress has been encouraging, despite the difficulties faced due to the
pandemic and lack of funds. Praise God that the New Testament was printed by
the end of 2020 and a dedication ceremony was held for it on 27th February.

31

31 May - Matthew 5:14-16
United Bible Societies in Ecuador use Draw my own Bible to help children learn
the Word of God and express what they’ve learned through drawing. Please
pray for this project, which operates in 3 cities where there is a high percentage
of children at risk: Guayaquil, Santa Elena and Esmeraldas.
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June 2021

A school girl in El Salvador reads a magazine given to her by a representative of the Bible Society.

1

1 June - Matthew 16:16-18
The Bible-a-month partner in June is the Bible Society of El Salvador.
Many teenagers in El Salvador live in places where there is a strong gang
culture. The Bible Society works with schools in these areas, teaching Biblical
values and providing New Testaments. Pray that pupils will learn to trust what
God says in his Word, become less fearful and make the right life choices.

2

2 June - Acts 4:32-35
Through the Bible Society Estwatini, the programme Scripture for At-Risk Health
Workers aims at encouraging frontline medical staff by providing them with
Bibles. Please pray for those working under serious threat of COVID-19 in that
country. Pray that many key workers will come to know the peace that only
Jesus can bring.

3

3 June - Acts 2:42-47
Proclaim It! The Bible Brings Us Together is an initiative of the Palestinian Bible
Society. Please pray that through it the message of the Gospel will be shared
effectively and serve to unite the different Christian denominations around
God’s Word.

4

4 June - Acts 6:1-4
Bibles for Alpha in Burundi provides free copies of God’s Word to those who
have completed Alpha courses, but can’t afford their own Bible. Give thanks for
Alpha, which provides a practical introduction to the Christian faith. Please pray
for those who receive a Bible — that they will hear Jesus speak to them.

5

5 June - Acts 5:12-16
Bible-based Trauma Healing work here in Scotland moved online last year.
Give God thanks for the many opportunities we have had to share the relevance
of God’s Word to our current situation.

6

6 June - Acts 11:19-21
Praise God that Bible Engagement Workshops have been held in five schools in
cities throughout Chile. The Chilean Bible Society was able to use the online
education platform necessitated by the pandemic to reach more than 6,000
pupils. New Testaments were also given to each young person taking part.

7

7 June - Titus 2:11-14
The Bible Society Vietnam plans to set up a Christian Library in Ho Chi Min City.
Please pray for that exciting new venture. Pray that the application for an
operational license will be granted, and a Director and a Library Officer
employed to help establish the work.

8

8 June - 1 Corinthians 12:12-14
Pray for all our volunteers who work so hard to raise the profile of SBS in
churches and communities all over Scotland. Give thanks to God for each
person. Pray that each one will be kept safe and in good health.

9

9 June - Ephesians 2:14-18
Bible Match is a sports coaching and Bible teaching outreach by the
Interconfessional Bible Society of Albania for 5-15 year olds. Praise God that
children have already enrolled. Pray that, from the outset, relationships with
them and their families will be positive and the Bible will be shared effectively.

10

10 June - Ephesians 2:19-22
The SBS Board meets today to review the year and to plan for the future. Pray
for our new Chairman, Paul Arthurson, as he continues to settle into the role.

11

11 June - Ephesians 4:2-6
In the Dominican Republic, There is Hope for You reaches out to Haitians who
have moved there looking for a better life. Pray that they will indeed find a
better life through Jesus Christ, as they discover him in the New Testaments they
are given and in the Jesus film shown by the Dominican Republic Bible Society.

12

12 June - Philippians 2:1-4
Pray for the team working on an Audio Bible in the Uzbek Language. Having the
Bible in audio format is a key part of the distribution strategy of the Bible
Society of Uzbekistan as Bibles in electronic format can be shared more easily.
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13

13 June - 1 Peter 2:9-10
The Bible Society in Cyprus, in collaboration with the Church of Cyprus and
the Ministry of Education, has given 7,000 New Testaments per year to school
children, for the past decade. Give thanks for the strong relationships which
have developed with the Church and Ministry, and for the many pupils who
have received God’s Word.

14

14 June - Haggai 1:7-9
Pray for victims of the tsunami which affected Central Sulawesi, Indonesia,
in 2018. The Inonesian Bible Society continues to provide relief, in the form of
Bibles, reading materials and counselling, as well as donations to help rebuild
churches which were destroyed by the disaster.

15

15 June - Revelation 7:13-15
Remember the Bulgarian Bible Society as they aim to enhance their online
presence. Pray for the members of staff with this particular responsibility. Pray
for the Holy Spirit to inspire them as they write blogs, update news, and share
weekly devotions and daily Bible verses.

16

16 June - Revelation 7:16-17
The socio-economic impact of COVID-19 is being felt by vulnerable families in
Angola. Pray for these families, already living in extreme poverty, and the Bible
Society in Angola as they provide nutrition and Biblical material to help them.

17

17 June - Revelation 21:1-5
We continue to adapt our Bibleworld Books resources for use online; please pray
that the illustrations and Bible stories will inspire a new generation of children.

18

18 June - Genesis 4:8-15
Ask the Lord to bless the Dagaartis people in western Ghana. Pray for those
involved in the Dagaare Literacy Project, set up by the Bible Society there.

19

19 June - Genesis 9:1-3
Like many Bible Societies, the Bible Society in the Republic of Belarus has
struggled to survive during the pandemic. Give thanks for the financial help that
the UBS Solidarity Fund has provided. Please continue to pray, as staff in Belarus
work to increase their Bible sales through the development of a new website.

20

20 June - Genesis 15:1-6
Pray for churches in Scotland as they prepare to help children engage with the
Bible this summer. Ask God to provide them with the creativity and resources
they need to do this in a meaningful way for our current situation.

21

21 June - Genesis 28:10-15
Remember the Palestinian Bible Society today. They value our prayers for their
work in Gaza. Pray for the Lord’s protection, and for favour and grace over the
ministry they do in that region. Pray also for much-needed funds to become
available for the Jenin ministry in the north.
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22

22 June - Genesis 50:15-21
Yes, There is a Solution for Domestic Violence seeks to raise awareness in the
slums of Guatemala City about ending domestic violence and sexual abuse.
Pray urgently that God’s love will transform individuals and families as the Bible
Society of Guatemala teach about living according to Biblical principles.

23

23 June - Exodus 3:1-10
Pray for the SBS Virtual Fundraising initiative, and the resources we have
produced to help supporters continue their fundraising for us online. Pray that
supporters will feel they can still raise awareness about Bible mission and, also,
to raise financial support.

24

24 June - 2 Samuel 7:18-21
Please pray for the Bible Society in Guinea-Conakry as they run a literacy
project aimed at helping young girls to learn and improve in their reading.
Through God’s Word, pray that students will not only become literate, but also
begin to understand the love God has for them.

25

25 June - Jeremiah 29:10-14
Please commit the New Reader Programme in the United Arab Emirates to the
Lord. Through this project the Bible Society in the Gulf distributes booklets
containing the Sermon of the Mount and a plan of salvation, to encourage
migrant workers to learn to read Scripture in their mother language.

26

26 June - John 1:14-18
Our Dear Theo resource for early teenagers is based in Luke and Acts. Pray for
youth groups as they study the Gospel message together; pray that God would
speak to their hearts.

27

27 June - Luke 1:68-75
Scriptures for School Children works to provide New Testaments for school
children in Haiti. Pray that the Testaments will help pupils interact with the Word
of God, perhaps for the first time, and that they will prove a real blessing to them.

28

28 June - Ephesians 1:7-10
Pray for Fiona Stewart, who creates our arts-based Bible resources, providing
new materials for use in churches and groups across Scotland.

29

29 June - Ephesians 2:1-10
Hurricanes Eta and Iota hit Honduras in November 2020. Please pray for the
state of Cortes, where 200 churches were badly affected by floods and
landslides. Pray that Bibles may be delivered by the Bible Society of Honduras
to the many people who have lost their homes and belongings.

30

30 June - 2 Timothy 1:9-10
Remember the Hungarian Bible Society as they distribute Bibles to first year
pupils in church-linked high schools in Hungary. Please pray that interacting
with God’s Word will deepen teenagers’ knowledge of him.
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Millions of people around the world
long to have a copy of the Bible in
their own language.
Join our Bible-a-month Partnership, and
from just £5 a month you will be helping
people form all around the world encounter
Jesus for the first time, as you support
global Bible distribution projects.
Commit to give each month and we will send you a
free calendar, with photographs, information and
prayer points for each international Bible project
you will be supporting.

Become a Bible-a-month Partner today

www.bible.scot/bible-a-month
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