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‘And may God, the source of patience and encouragement, enable you
to have the same point of view among yourselves by following the
example of Christ Jesus, so that all of you together may praise with
one voice the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
Romans 15:5-6 (GNB)

These words from Romans were used in expressing our thanks to all who had
participated in the recent events to commemorate the 75th anniversary of
the United Bible Societies, of which the Scottish Bible Society is a founding
member. It was a joy to pause together in this milestone moment in our global
fellowship to give thanks for all that has been done in the past in enabling
people across the world to have access to God’s Word; and to pray for our
future as we work together in our shared mission. Following the founding
meeting of United Bible Societies in 1946, one delegate reflected that ‘there was
a feature immediately recognised by all: the sense of our oneness in Christ.’
We hope that you too experience a sense of oneness in Christ in your continued
and faithful support by praying for the work of Bible Societies around the world.
This past year has been challenging in ways that no-one could have predicted
and the impact of the COVID pandemic continues to affect the work in many
countries. Your prayers therefore strengthen and encourage us all in our Bible
ministry. We thank you for your support and encouragement.
Please be assured of our prayers for you too. Our togetherness in Christ means
we are partners in the Gospel. We all have our different parts to play as God calls
us to ‘go and make disciples of all nations’ (Matt 28:19 NIV). How we long to see
lives transformed through the Bible, here in Scotland and throughout the world.
We rejoice in God’s love for the world and praise him with one voice.

Elaine Duncan
Chief Executive

July 2021

Two happy recipients with their new Bibles – given through the Cuban Bible Commission.

1

1 July - Genesis 2:4-7
The Bible-a-month partner for July is the Cuban Bible Commission (the Bible
Society in Cuba). They work with churches to distribute Bibles to Christians living
in that country, but 40% of believers there still don’t have their own copy. Please
pray for an increase in the number of imported Bibles, so that everyone can have
access to God’s Word. Only Bibles donated through Bible Societies around the
world are allowed into Cuba — so our work is vital for Christians there.

2

2 July - Genesis 1:31-2:3
Throughout this summer, SBS will be releasing Bible engagement resources for
young people and adults around the theme of Grace. Please pray that this series
brings an increased awareness of God’s presence in people’s lives.

3

3 July - Psalm 89:5-8
As schools break up for the summer holidays, remember all the holiday clubs
and camps taking place over the next 6 weeks. Whether they involve meeting
in person or online, pray that the young people attending will meet with Jesus.

4

4 July - Proverbs 3:19-20
Increasing persecution has caused many Christians to flee Iran, seeking asylum
in various countries. Please pray as the Iranian Bible Society in Diaspora reaches
out to this scattered group of people with Bible-based Trauma Healing. Ask the
Lord to use this programme to begin to set people free from past hurt and pain.
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5

5 July - Proverbs 8:27-31
Pray for the Central African Republic where people are facing the consequences
of COVID-19 and many years of internal conflict. Praise God that, in the middle
of this situation, the Bible Society is reaching out to young people in the capital
city of Bangui, with God’s Word. Pray that Bible Society staff might be used to
bring God’s message of hope and peace to a country in crisis.

6

6 July - Genesis 3:4-9
Bible Engagement Among The Youth is run by the Bible Society of Eritrea. Please
pray for this Bible Society as they offer God’s Word to young people struggling
with worry and despair due to the pandemic.

7

7 July - Genesis 3:21-4:1
Please pray for the dedicated translators working on the translation of the
whole Bible into the Blin language in Eritrea. 90,000 -100,000 Blin speakers are
waiting for the Bible in their own heart language. Give thanks with the Bible
Society of Eritrea, as the New Testament was recently approved for publication.

8

8 July - Genesis 6:5-8
A new audio Bible resource on the book of Job will be released this summer by
SBS. Pray that this engaging format will open the mysteries of Job to many who
otherwise struggle with that book.

9

9 July - Genesis 8:18-22
A devastating earthquake and tsunami hit Central Sulawesi, Indonesia in
2018. Pray that the aid and relief provided by the Indonesian Bible Society will
continue to help peoples’ long term recovery.

10

10 July - Genesis 9:12-17
The Bible Society in Iraq is uniquely positioned to serve the persecuted Church
in that country, by providing the Word of God and encouraging believers in their
faith. Please pray for the 75 churches in Iraq who receive support from Bible
Society staff.

11

11 July - Genesis 12:4-7
Give thanks that in 2020 tens of thousands of people accessed Bible excerpts
in audio and video, published online by the Bible Society in Israel. Hundreds left
comments, asked questions and began conversations about God.

12

12 July - Genesis 17:1-7
Pray for Elaine Duncan as she chairs the online meeting of the United Bible
Societies Executive Board today and tomorrow. Pray for wisdom and unity in their
discussions.

13

13 July - Genesis 17:15-16
A growing number of children in Kazakhstan are discovering the Bible, despite
the fact that the evangelisation of children is prohibited. Pray for the Bible Society
there as they develop resources to help children access the Bible for themselves.
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14

14 July - Genesis 21:1-7
Give thanks for the opportunities Norman Liddle, Community Partnership Manager,
has had recently to speak to church groups via Zoom about Bible Society work.

15

15 July - Genesis 22:15-18
Discovering the Bible with the Kids of Kyrgyzstan is an initiative of the Bible
Society of Kyrgyzstan. Please pray for the children in the churches of
Kyrgyzstan — and pray that the Bible Society will be able to continue to develop
high quality kids’ Bible study resources for them.

16

16 July - Genesis 26:1-6
The Latvian Bible Society is working to translate The Completely Manageable
Bible from Norwegian into Latvian. The book is an up-to-date guide to the Bible
for teenagers. Pray that this might prove a useful resource for discipling young
people in the church in Latvia.

17

17 July - Genesis 32:22-30
Give thanks for the Keswick Convention taking place over the next 3 weeks in
a blended approach — meeting in person and online. Pray for good fellowship,
joyful worship and challenging teaching over the coming days.

18

18 July - Genesis 35:9-12
The Bible Society of Zambia is the main supplier of Bibles, Scripture portions
and other Christian literature to people living in that country. Pray that they will
soon be able to purchase a new delivery van, ensuring that God’s Word reaches
to every corner of Zambia.

19

19 July - Genesis 45:3-7
The Mann people of Liberia have had a New Testament in their language since
1991. Since then they have been requesting the translation of the whole Bible.
Please pray for the ongoing work on the Mann First Old Testament and the
revision of the New Testament — to be completed in 2023.

20

20 July - Exodus 1:1-10
Touch Screen — Touch Heart, a digital Bible Study tool, will be available via a
Bible reading website and as an app, to provide Lithuanians with a better
understanding of God’s Word. Please pray for the Bible Society of Lithuania as
they translate, research and develop this digital resource.

21

21 July - Exodus 2:23-25
As the Bible 2020 Bible reading app continues through this year, please pray for
all those using it across the world and encountering God daily in his Word.

22

22 July - Exodus 6:6-8
Work on a new Malagasy Study Bible in Madagascar has restarted after a
number of delays, including financial problems and the loss of thousands of
notes. Please pray that the team there will not be disheartened. Pray that they
can put the setbacks behind them and give themselves fully to this project again.
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23

23 July - Exodus 14:29-31
Give thanks for the many groups meeting throughout Scotland for the
Bible-based Trauma Healing programme. Pray that many people will read God’s
Word and find healing, hope and peace despite their situations.

24

24 July - Exodus 15:11-13
Remember the Bible Society of Malaysia as they make Scholarly Editions Grants
available to anyone studying theology in that country. Give thanks for students
who have committed themselves to study the Word of God.

25

25 July - Exodus 19:3-6
The Dina Project in Mali ministers to women who are victims of violence.
Please pray for the Bible Society of Mali as they seek to share God’s Word to
bring healing and rebuild lives. Pray particularly that local churches and
Christian communities will provide a strong support network for these women.

26

26 July - Exodus 24:7-11
Learn and Prevent is a programme which presents Biblical values to young
people with the hope of seeing lives changed and crime levels reduced.
Pray that more churches in Mexico will encourage their members to train to
deliver the material, provided by the Bible Society of Mexico.

27

27 July - Exodus 34:4-7
Give thanks for the 30 years of work by the Interconfessional Bible Society of
Moldova. Please pray for guidance as they organise several events to bring
different churches together to talk about the Bible and Biblical values in the
family and society.

28

28 July - Exodus 40:33-38
Commit the Mongolian Union Bible Society to the Lord, as they seek to increase
their office space and so enlarge their capacity as an organisation.

29

29 July - Leviticus 16:29-31
In February this year SBS launched an appeal to provide Proclaimer Audio Bibles
for Mozambique. Give thanks to God with us as figures from the beginning of
June show a total of £56,886 had been raised!

30

30 July - Numbers 6:22-27
Give thanks for our new book Joseph and the Triumph of Grace. Pray that God
will use this resource to draw young people into the Biblical story so they may
discover God’s grace in their own lives.

31

31 July - Deuteronomy 1:29-36
Please pray for peace in Myanmar; a state of emergency was introduced after
the military coup in February and demonstrations have been met with violence.
Please pray that the truth of God’s Word will change people’s lives there, and
pray for the Bible Society of Myanmar, continuing to work in that situation.
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August 2021

Mark: The Time has Come is one of the many resources published by SBS for the people of Scotland.

1

1 August - Deuteronomy 8:1-5
August’s Bible-a-month partner is the Scottish Bible Society. We work with the
church in Scotland to improve meaningful engagement with the Bible. Please
pray for our ongoing projects as we publish God’s Word in new printed formats,
as well as audio and film, to reach younger generations. Pray that our resources
will equip churches of all denominations to impact their local communities.

2

2 August - Deuteronomy 28:1-6
Pray for wisdom for members of SBS Action Groups around Scotland.
As restrictions are eased and meeting up in person is possible, pray that groups
will think through all aspects of safety when planning events.

3

3 August - Deuteronomy 28:15-19
Through Scriptures in Nepali Sign Language, the Nepal Bible Society aims to provide
members of the deaf community with a selection of 110 Bible stories. Pray that
these sign language stories will be used effectively, both for evangelism and Bible
engagement. Pray that the stories will prompt people to respond to Jesus.

4

4 August - Deuteronomy 30:1-5
Please pray for the continued work of Bible-based Trauma Healing here in
Scotland. Give thanks for the many volunteers who take part in the training
courses and take this programme into their own communities to help many find
hope in God’s Word.
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5

5 August - Joshua 1:7-11
Give thanks for the Bible Society of Nigeria and their work to translate the whole
Bible into the Okun language. Give thanks, also, for the £23,488 raised so far by
SBS supporters for this project. Praise God — the main translation work is complete
and at the time of writing the new version is being proofread and typeset.

6

6 August - Joshua 21:43-45
Beacon in the Darkness is a literacy project run by the Pakistan Bible Society,
aimed at Christian women living in the country’s slums and villages. Pray that,
as reading and writing skills are gained, the women will also grow in their
knowledge of God and of how much they matter to him.

7

7 August - Judges 2:10-16
Please pray for Bible mission in Papua New Guinea. Give thanks for the Bible
Society in that country and pray that their work will expand and become better
established. Pray also for translation teams there — they are currently very busy,
working on 8 different Bible translation projects.

8

8 August - 1 Samuel 3:1-9
Praise God for a project in Paraguay which is reaching into schools around the
country in an incredible way. Despite current restrictions there, videos of the
Gospel of Mark are being sent by the Paraguayan Bible Society to chaplains and
teachers who are sharing them on screen in their virtual classes.

9

9 August - 1 Samuel 12:16-22
Remember the work of the Peruvian Bible Society as they translate the
complete Bible for the Matsigenka people. The Matsigenka are an indigenous
group living in the jungle regions of south-eastern Peru. Pray that God’s Word
will transform individual and community life for them.

10

10 August - 1 Kings 9:1-7
The Philippine Bible Society aims to give out 400 digital Bibles to people in the
Philippines who have visual impairments. Pray that God will speak into lives
through every Bible distributed.

11

11 August - 2 Chronicles 36:15-20
Staff from the Bible Society of Portugal have been working on a new website
which allows people to engage in a deeper way with Bible text. Give thanks for
a 390% increase in online Bible engagement since the launch of the site.

12

12 August - 2 Chronicles 36:21-23
Through the Interconfessional Bible Society in Romania, 2,500 copies of the
book Virtues and Values will be given to children in schools. Give God thanks for
this wonderful resource, full of activities which explore 52 Biblical themes.

13

13 August - Isaiah 43:1-2
Pray for a team from the Bible Society in Russia working to translate God’s Word
into the Bashkir language. The new Bible will be ready to publish later this year.
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14

14 August - Isaiah 44:1-5
The Bible Society of Rwanda provides social support and God’s Word to people
effected by COVID-19. Pray urgently for the many people coping with the
devastating affects of the pandemic in Rwanda.

15

15 August - Ezekiel 34:25-31
The Mandjak people live in the countries of Senegal, Gambia and
Guinea-Bissau. Pray that through the New Testament in their own language
they will discover the Gospel and the transforming love of Christ.

16

16 August - Jeremiah 33:12-16
The Seychelles Bible Society have Scholarly Editions Grants to support pastors
who are being trained for ministry. Pray that lay readers and clergy will develop
in their ministry and strengthen the church in that country.

17

17 August - Isaiah 55:1-2
The Bible Society in Sierra Leone continues to support victims of natural
disasters. Give thanks for the way aid agencies worked together during the
floods experienced there in 2017. The Bible Society played their part —
distributing 3000 scriptures to victims, health workers and community volunteers.

18

18 August - Psalm 63:1-4
Pray that children’s interest in the God of the Bible will be kindled by new
resources supplied by the Slovak Bible Society. Free Bibles, maps, and Bible
study materials have been distributed to schools in 6 regions of Slovakia.

19

19 August - 1 Kings 8:27-30
The Bible Society of Slovenia plans to record the Old Testament to accompany
an existing audio New Testament in Slovenian. Please pray for this project. Pray
particularly that new online podcasts will spread the message of the Good News
amongst the digital generation.

20

20 August - Psalm 86:1-7
The Pitch, run by the Bible Society of South Africa, is a competition inviting filmmakers to pitch an idea for a short film inspired by the Bible. Pray that the Bible
will be brought to the heart of the local film industry in South Africa as a result.

21

21 August - Psalm 5:1-3
Elaine Duncan leads the Bible teaching at Scripture Union Scotland’s Big
Celebration today. Give thanks for the close association we have with Scripture
Union and pray that today’s event will celebrate the hope we have in Jesus.

22

22 August - Ezra 8:22-23
Ask the Lord to give us greater compassion for people who do not have the
complete Bible in their own language. Twenty years have passed since the New
Testament was first published in the Jur Modo language. The Jur Modo people
of South Sudan are still waiting patiently for the full Bible, but praise God that
translation work has begun at last.
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23

23 August - Psalm 42:1-3
Remember the significant number of students moving to Spain from Latin
America to study theology. Pray that the Bible Society of Spain will have the
means to provide them with Biblical texts in Hebrew and Greek and that these
might be a source of help and blessing to them.

24

24 August - 2 Kings 19:17-19
In Sri Lanka, a revision of the Tamil Old Version of the Bible is underway led by a
team from the Ceylon Bible Society. Pray for them to use diligence and
expertise as they work.

25

25 August - Matthew 6:9-13
Pray for the many children in Suriname who have suffered abuse and neglect.
International organisations such as the UN and UNICEF acknowledge the bleak
social and economic situations faced by children in that country. Pray that the
Lord will begin to heal young lives through the Bible Society’s Children’s Trauma
Healing programme.

26

26 August - Matthew 7:7-8
Remember the work of the Bible Society in Syria as they continue distributing
the Scriptures despite the ongoing conflict there. Give thanks for the growing
hunger there is for God’s Word in that country.

27

27 August - Matthew 7:9-11
As work on the Pinuyumayan First New Testament progresses in Taiwan, pray
that God will guide and bless the translation team in their task.

28

28 August - Ephesians 1:18-21
Children in Tanzania make up 46% of the population, and the Bible Society of
Tanzania is reaching out to them with age-appropriate Scripture materials.
Pray that through that distribution programme, strong foundations will be laid
for future adult Christians.

29

29 August - Ephesians 3:14-19
The Urak Lawoi are a minority fishing community on Thailand’s Andaman Sea
coast. Significant church growth since the 2004 tsunami has led to the need for
the Old Testament in Urak Lawoi to supplement the existing New Testament.
Pray that as the whole Bible is published, it will help Christians gain maturity.

30

30 August - Philippians 1:3-6
Please pray for the work of the Bible Society of Togo. Pray that the first Old
Testament translation into the Nawdum language will be a blessing to the
people living there, and that Christians will increase in their understanding of
God’s Word and be committed to living in the light of it.

31

31 August - Philippians 1:9-11
Pray for Uganda and for the Bible-based Trauma Healing radio broadcasts by the
Bible Society there, which because of the pandemic are needed like never before.
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September 2021

School children with their Bibles and Scripture portions in the Dominican Republic.

1

1 September - Philippians 4:4-7
The Bible-a-month partner in September is the Dominican Republic. In that
country, the Bible is one of the assigned textbooks in schools, but due to levels
of poverty, most pupils cannot afford to buy a copy. Pray that the Bible Society
there will be able to provide a Bible for each school bag, and pray that God’s
Word will transform young hearts.

2

2 September - Philemon 4-6
Please pray for the work of the Ukrainian Bible Society as they distribute Bibles
to Veterans’ Rehabilitation Centres throughout Ukraine. Many men have fought
in the conflict in Eastern Ukraine — please pray that their wounded hearts and
minds will find comfort in God’s Word.

3

3 September - 1 Timothy 2:1-4
Prayer is needed for those producing a New Testament with Study Notes in
Persian aimed at helping Iranian new believers. Misunderstanding of Bible
passages can cause damage, and new converts have many questions.
Pray that the study notes will help readers discover the true meaning of the
Bible’s message. Praise God for the growing number of Iranian believers often
living in other parts of the world.

4

4 September - James 5:13-18
Today our appeal launches in support of Bible Mission in the Middle East. Countries
such as Iraq and Syria are witnessing a huge hunger for God’s Word. Please pray for
Bible Society staff there who are working in very difficult situations.

5

5 September - Psalm 116:1-6
Healing the Mind and Spirit Centre, run by the Bible Society in Lebanon, is a place
where trauma healing programmes around the region are coordinated. Please
pray for people living in that area of the world — many are suffering due to
exposure to the growing levels of violence.

6

6 September - Psalm 119:103-105
Elaine Duncan has been invited to speak at the Spring Harvest Holidays event in
France this week. Pray that this will be able to go ahead in some form and that
those attending will be challenged by the teaching they receive.

7

7 September - Isaiah 40:6-8
Give thanks for the Bible Society in the South Pacific as they run Bible-based
Trauma Healing workshops to support women who are victims of domestic
violence in Vanuatu. Please pray for the women, asking that they will experience
healing as they hear God speak through his Word.

8

8 September - Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Please pray for the Bible Society of Kenya as they use Open the Book, a project
to help school children engage with the Bible through storytelling. Pray that
children will enjoy taking part in the lessons, and pray for a positive start as
Open the Book begins in 10 Kenyan primary schools.

9

9 September - Psalm 19:8
In Namibia newspapers report daily instances of violence, abuse and poverty.
Tragically, the country also has the 4th highest suicide rate in Africa. Counselling
with trained professionals is unaffordable to the majority of the population, so
many people live with deep emotional pain. Please pray for the Bible Society of
Namibia as they offer hope and healing through the God of the Bible.

10

10 September - Isaiah 55:10-11
The Bible Society in Mozambique is working to establish several Bible Mission Hubs
throughout the country. Pray that these will generate new interest in God’s Word.

11

11 September - Amos 8:11-12
Give thanks for Mark: The Time has Come, a magazine format of Mark’s gospel.
Pray for those who ordered copies to read with friends over this past year: that
through reading together, many in Scotland would encounter Christ.

12

12 September - Romans 10:16-18
Pray for the Bible Society of the Republic of Macedonia as they begin work on a
new translation of the Psalms in poetic form using contemporary Macedonian.
Pray that this new version might help introduce God’s Word to new audiences.
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13

13 September - Matthew 7:24-27
Please pray for young people in Bangladesh as the Bible Society there
broadcasts 40 short drama sketches about the life of Jesus, via TV and the
internet, to 1.2 million Bengali speaking children throughout 2021.

14

14 September - Luke 8:11-15
As churches in Scotland continue to meet in smaller groups or online, pray for
all those downloading and studying from the SBS Equip resources. May God’s
Word be fully opened to them.

15

15 September - 2 Timothy 3:14-17
Pray for parents in Jamaica and the Bahamas who have accepted the
100 Step Family Bible from the Bible Society in the West Indies. Pray that time
invested in reading God’s Word with their children will have a noticeable impact
on family life.

16

16 September - 1 Thessalonians 2:13
The SBS Board meets today. Give thanks for the time and commitment our
Trustees give to the Society and for God’s provision over the years. Pray for
wisdom in the discussions that will take place at the meeting.

17

17 September - Hebrews 4:12-13
Literacy Program for Yao Non-readers is a project which has been run by the Bible
Society in Malawi since 2014. Pray that many students will have their lives
transformed both by the Gospel and by the reading skills they acquire.

18

18 September - James 1:22-25
The Bible Society in Netherlands Antilles and Aruba is showing a movie
adaptation of the Gospels on their Bible & Film bus. Please pray for audiences
from Bonaire and Curaçao in the Caribbean. Ask the Lord to speak to
individuals during the showing and pray that many will want to find out more.

19

19 September - 2 Timothy 2:1-2
Initial Training Courses are taking place over the next few months for
Bible-based Trauma Healing in Scotland. Pray for all who attend, that God will use
them where he has placed them to bring hope and healing through His Word.

20

20 September - Genesis 3:22-24
Please pray for DOOR International, Deaf Missions, and Deaf Bible Society,
as they join forces to accelerate the translation and distribution of the Bible
in American Sign Language (ASL) and reach 575,000 deaf people in the United
States with the Gospel in their heart language.

21

21 September - Psalm 23:1-6
The Bible Society of Uruguay is reaching children with the Bible message
through Draw my own Bible. Through the project, children learn Bible stories and
enjoy remembering and drawing these stories from their own imagination. Pray
that what they learn will stay with them throughout their lives.
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22

22 September - Deuteronomy 11:8-12
Fiona McDonald is speaking by Zoom at Brisbane Evangelical Church in Largs this
evening. Please pray for God’s Word to be heard even via Zoom!

23

23 September - Isaiah 51:1-3
The Evangelical Alliance Council meet today. Give thanks for the work of this
organisation, and pray for Elaine Duncan and her fellow Council members in the
decisions that will be made at this meeting.

24

24 September - Isaiah 58:11-12
Pray with the Bible Society of Uzbekistan as they work to complete an audio
recording of the Uzbek Bible within 12-18 months. This will make the recently
published translation widely accessible to the Uzbek people in a format that is
culturally appropriate.

25

25 September - Isaiah 61:10-11
The social, economic and political situation continues to be very difficult in
Venezuela. Pray for the government and the people of that country. Pray also
for the United Bible Society in Venezuela as they roll out In Touch with the
Word — a project aimed at providing 100,000 New Testaments to those living in
extreme poverty.

26

26 September - Amos 9:13-15
The Time Has Come is a contemporary format of Mark’s Gospel illustrated with
scenes of everyday life. Please pray that every copy printed will be distributed in
Scotland this year.

27

27 September - Isaiah 65:17-19
Learning Through Listening is a literacy programme which addresses the needs
of illiterate Christians in Vietnam. Please pray for Bible Society Vietnam as they
teach reading and writing skills while helping people to discover God’s Word.

28

28 September - Isaiah 61:4
30 Plus seeks to engage young Jordanian families with the Word of God. Please
pray for the Bible Society in Jordan as it co-operates with local churches to
provide seminars and workshops. Pray that family relationships and marriages
will be strengthened as God’s Word influences lives.

29

29 September - Isaiah 49:8
Remember SBS Communications Department as they seek to share inspiring
stories from Bible Societies all over the world. Pray that our existing
supporters and new audiences will be moved to action by what they see, hear
or read whether online or in print.

30

30 September - John 11:25-27
Praise God for the increasing numbers of people listening to The Outspoken
Bible podcast. Pray that those who do not have faith would be reading the Bible
for themselves and through reading come to faith in Christ.
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Millions of people around the world
long to have a copy of the Bible in
their own language.
Join our Bible-a-month Partnership, and
from just £5 a month you will be helping
people form all around the world encounter
Jesus for the first time, as you support
global Bible distribution projects.
Commit to give each month and we will send you a
free calendar, with photographs, information and
prayer points for each international Bible project
you will be supporting.

Become a Bible-a-month Partner today

www.bible.scot/bible-a-month
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